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Dear Readers,
The Vedanta Kesari is one of the oldest cultural and spiritual 

magazines in the country. It was started under the guidance and 
support of Swami Vivekananda. The first issue of the magazine, 
then called Brahmavadin, came out on 14 Sept 1895. Brahmavadin 
was run by one of Swamiji’s ardent followers Sri Alasinga Perumal. 
After his death in 1909 the magazine became irregular, and the 
Ramakrishna Order revived it as The Vedanta Kesari in 1914. 

Swami Vivekananda’s concern for the magazine is seen in his 
letters to Alasinga Perumal where he writes: ‘Now I am bent upon starting the journal.’ ‘Herewith I 
send a hundred dollars…. Hope this will go just a little in starting your paper.’ ‘I am determined to see 
the paper succeed.’ ‘The Song of the Sannyasin is my first contribution for your journal.’ ‘I learnt from 
your letter the bad financial state that Brahmavadin is in.’ ‘It must be supported by the Hindus if they 
have any sense of virtue or gratitude left in them.’ ‘I pledge myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’ 
‘The Brahmavadin is a jewel—it must not perish. Of course, such a paper has to be kept up by private 
help always, and we will do it.’

PERMANENT FUND
To become self-supporting

For the last 103 years, without missing a 
single issue, the magazine has been carrying the 
invigorating message of Vedanta with articles 
on spirituality, culture, philosophy, youth, 
personality development, science, holistic 
living, family and corporate values. 

Over the years,  production and 
publication costs have increased manifold. 
A non-commercial magazine like this can 
continue its good work only with the generous 
financial support and active assistance of well-
wishers. 

Hence, we appeal to our readers and 
devotees to support us by donating to the 
following schemes:

To establish the magazine 
on firm financial 
footing we need 
ONE CRORE 
RUPEES for the 
Permanent Fund. 
Please contribute 
generously. 
Names of the donors will 
appear in the magazine.
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Sri Ramakrishna Math, Mylapore, Chennai 600 004
h(044) 2462 1110 e-mail: thevedantakesari@chennaimath.org    

Website : www.chennaimath.org
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Once a year, please 
sponsor at least one 
page in one issue of 
The Vedanta Kesari. 

In a year (12 issues 
including a Special 
Issue) we need 600 pages to be sponsored. If 
you sponsor more pages, it will help us to reach 
the target faster and improve the quality. 

The sponsor's name will appear in the margin 
of the page.

Sponsorship per page:  Rs. 1000/-

To enhance production quality

SPONSOR A PAGE

Please gift a copy of The 
Vedanta Kesari to school, 
college, university, and 
public libraries. 
This will take India’s 
timeless spiritual and cultural heritage, 
and the message of Vedanta-Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda to a wider section of youth.
You can select any library in India, or let The 
Vedanta Kesari choose one.
Name of sponsors and libraries enrolled will 
be published in The Vedanta Kesari. 
Gift Subscription per library: 500/-
Library will receive the magazine free for 3 yrs.

GIFT TO LIBRARIES
To reach wider readership

3. Bank Transfer in India:
Name of the Bank : United Bank of India 
Name of the Branch :  R.K. Math Road, Chennai - 4
Name of the Account :  Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai
Account Number : 1511010100001

Bank Code No. : 600027009
IFSC : UTBI0SRM842  
                                      {here ‘0’ is zero}
Swift Code : UTBIINBBMBS of UBI

4. Donate Online:    https://donations.chennaimath.org

PAYMENT DETAILS
1. You can send donations either by Cheque/DD/MO or Bank Transfer or Online Payment. 
2. Cheque / DD / MO in favour of: ‘Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai’
    Postal Address: Sri Ramakrishna Math, # 31, Ramakrishna Math Road, Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

a) In the e-mail / covering letter mention purpose of donation: VK Permanent Fund / VK Sponsor a Page / 
VK Gift to Libraries.

b)  Kindly give your postal address, e-mail and contact number

c) Please give your PAN Number for donations `10,000 and above

d)  After Bank transaction please Email transaction details to : 
accounts@chennaimath.org                              
thevedantakesari@chennaimath.org

e)  All donations to Sri Ramakrishna Math are exempt from Income 
Tax under section 80G of the [Indian] I.T.Act, 1961.
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In this issue we explore the question

What is the goal of education?
Why should we go through long years of education? Is it 
only to obtain a degree, so that we may get a job & earn 
high salary? Or is the goal of education much more?

Swami Vivekananda gave us the answer in a phrase 
“man-making education”. In this issue of ‘Vivekananda 
Way’ for Youth, we explore Swami Vivekananda’s 
answer in greater detail.

Education is the manifestation 
 of perfection already in man1“

The education which does not help the 
common mass of people to equip  
themselves for the struggle of life, which 
does not bring out strength of character, a 
spirit of philanthropy, and the courage of 
a lion — is it worth the name?2 

“

Real education is that which enables one 
to stand on one’s own legs.3“

Open your eyes and see what a piteous 
cry for food is rising in the land of 
Bharata, proverbial for its wealth! Will 
your education fulfill this want?4

“

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S VISION   

        OF MAN-MAKING EDUCATION

goal 1

possibilities

goal 2

Building one’s 

goal 3

Developing 

goal 4

Source: Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda (CW), Mayawati Memorial Edition
1) CW. 4:358     2) CW. 7:147     3) CW. 7:147-148      4) CW. 7:182

Selfishness

Fanaticism

Corru
ption

Confusion

Fear
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Exploring each of the four goals of man-making education in greater detail 

What does it mean to affirm our infinite possibilities? Here are some scenarios that will 
help us appreciate this. “We affirm our infinite possibilities when we…”

What does it mean to build one’s character? Here are some scenarios that will help us 
appreciate this. “We build our character when we…”

...have faith in our hidden and latent 
potential

...have faith in our ability to grow and learn 
through knowledge as well as experience

...believe that we can expand our 
aspirations and make ourselves 
worthy of them

...build the ability to draw upon our 
hidden reserves of strength in a 
challenging situation

...develop courage and integrity ...learn to deal positively with failure

...take on responsibility and 
keep our commitments 

...expand ourselves to include 
others in our thinking

Can I use my college 
years to discover new 
talents and interests?

Can I set up ‘stretch 
goals’ for myself?  

Can I ‘dare to dream’?
can I awaken my latent 

strength rather than 
feel dejected & lost?

Can I turn every 
experience into an 

opportunity for learning 
and growth?

Can I develop the 
courage to be truthful 

& honest irrespective of 
what friends say or the 
consequences I may 

face?

Can I treat every 
commitment (to myself 
or others) as “sacred” 
and ensure that it is 

met, come what may?

Can I learn to 
collaborate and work 

with others rather than 
compare & compete?

If I don’t succeed, can 

remedy the situation 
rather than conclude 
that “I can’t do it”?
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What does it mean to develop one’s career worthiness? Here are some scenarios that will 
help us appreciate this. “We develop our career worthiness when we…”

What does it mean to contribute to society? Here are some scenarios that will help us 
appreciate this. “We prepare to contribute to society when we …”

...develop knowledge that is related 
to our potential career/ area of work

...develop capabilities that help us engage 
with work, people, & situations, effectively

...develop life skills that will help 
us become more efficient, effective, 
and productive in our careers

...are able to apply what we learn in the 
classroom into our day-to-day life

...see our profession as a means 
for nation-building

…go deep into our field of study and 
contribute to the development of the 
profession, for the benefit of all

…use our professional capabilities 
to find solutions to many of the 
challenges that we face in our society 

…take up a larger purpose or 
idea we believe in, and dedicate 
our whole life to it

Can I identify what 
skills and knowledge 

will be needed by me in 
coming years?

Can I learn how to read 
faster? Can I make 
my study time more 

productive?

How do I learn to 
apply what I learnt in 

a real-world project or 
application?

How do I present my 
ideas and thinking in a 
simple but compelling 

way?

For e.g.

For e.g.

Can I use my education 
to, say, upgrade the 

manufacturing industry 
in the country? 

Can I become aware of 
the societal challenges 
that I as a professional 

can solve?

Can I think beyond 
my personal career/ 

rewards and take up an 
area where I can make 

a huge difference?

Can I identify areas 
where I will be able to 
innovate and create 

breakthroughs?
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ADOPTING SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S VISION OF 
EDUCATION INTO YOUR OWN LIFE

In this issue, we explored Swami Vivekananda’s vision of man-making education 
in brief. 

Over the next four issues, we will dive deeper into each of the four aspects —  
(i) affirming one’s infinite possibilities, (ii) building one’s character & personality, 
(iii) developing one’s career worthiness, and (iv) making a contribution to 
society, in far greater detail. 

The aim is to apply and integrate Swami Vivekananda’s vision into our day-to-
day lives.

As a first step in this journey of applying this vision into our own lives, we 
suggest that you use the “thinking questions” below, to reflect on and develop 
your present vision of your own life: 

For more on Swami Vivekananda’s ideas,  please 
visit the Vivekananda Way pages:

and

possibilities

Develop 

EDUCATIONAL GOAL MAP BASED ON SWAMI 
VIVEKANANDA’S IDEAS

1. Are there any areas of my life where  

2. Am I learning and growing every day?

3. Are there any gaps in my character that 
I am aware of and want to address?

4. Is there any area where I would like to 
build specialized knowledge?

5. Do I have the necessary skills so that 
I can engage and work with people 

6. Is there anything I need to build in 
myself to become more effective and 
productive in whatever I take up?

7. In my career, do I see it only from a 
job/ salary focus or am I looking for what 
difference I can make through my career?

8. Am I conscious of the kinds of 
contribution needed in society and   
what type of people are needed to   
make those contributions? 

Designed and developed by

®

ILLUMINE 
Knowledge 

Illumine enables corporates, 
youth, school students, 
educators and others actualize 
their goals/ potential with the 
help of Swami Vivekananda’s 
ideas.


