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Dear Readers,
The Vedanta Kesari is one of the oldest cultural and spiritual magazines
in the country. Started under the guidance and support of Swami
Vivekananda, the first issue of the magazine, then called Brahmavadin,
came out on 14 Sept 1895. Brahmavadin was run by one of Swamiji’s
ardent followers Sri Alasinga Perumal. After his death in 1909 the
magazine publication became irregular, and stopped in 1914
whereupon the Ramakrishna Order revived it as The Vedanta
Kesari.
Swami Vivekananda’s concern for the magazine is seen
in his letters to Alasinga Perumal where he writes: ‘Now I am
bent upon starting the journal.’ ‘Herewith I send a hundred
dollars…. Hope this will go just a little in starting your
paper.’ ‘I am determined to see the paper succeed.’ ‘The
Song of the Sannyasin is my first contribution for your
journal.’ ‘I learnt from your letter the bad financial state that
Brahmavadin is in.’ ‘It must be supported by the Hindus if
they have any sense of virtue or gratitude left in them.’ ‘I pledge
myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’ ‘The Brahmavadin
is a jewel—it must not perish. Of course, such a paper
has to be kept up by private help always, and we will
do it.’
For the last 104 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has been carrying the
invigorating message of Vedanta with articles on spirituality, culture, philosophy, youth, personality
development, science, holistic living, family and
corporate values.
Over the years, production and publication
costs have gone up manifold. A non-commercial
To become self-supporting
magazine like this can continue its good work
To establish the magazine on firm financial
only with the generous financial support and
footing please contribute to the Permanent
active assistance of well-wishers.
Fund.
Hence, we appeal to our readers and
Names of the donors will appear in the
admirers of Swamiji to support us by donating to
the following schemes:
magazine.

PERMANENT FUND

SPONSOR A PAGE

GIFT TO LIBRARIES

To enhance production quality

SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS
Rates Inclusive of Postage & a Special Issue
Annual
3 yrs
5 yrs
India
` 175
` 500
` 900
Bangladesh
` 1200
` 3500
*
Nepal / Sri Lanka
Other Countries
` 2700
` 8000
*

Digital Edition
Subscription
https://vedantaebooks.org
Download the Vedanta Kesari App
on your Android/Apple device

* 5 yrs subscription only in India.
Contact details for
Contributors: thevedantakesari@chennaimath.org
Subscribers: magazine@chennaimath.org








You can subscribe to The Vedanta Kesari from any month.
On your address slip, the number on the left of the first line is your subscription number. Always
mention this in your correspondence.
If you do not receive your copy by the 15th of a month, please intimate us. Complaints reaching us
before this or after one month (two months for overseas subscriptions) of posting of the journal are not
entertained.
Only one complaint copy will be sent in a year.
Subscribers facing irregular postal delivery can choose Registered Parcel by paying additional `36/per issue or opt for digital copy (pdf).
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Please gift a copy of The Vedanta Kesari to
school, college, university, public libraries &
study circles.
This will take India’s timeless spiritual and
cultural heritage, and the message of VedantaRamakrishna-Vivekananda to a wider section
of youth. You can select any library in India,
or let The Vedanta Kesari choose one.
Name of sponsors and libraries enrolled will
be published in The Vedanta Kesari.
Gift Subscription for 3 libraries
for 1 year: ` 500/-
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Once a year, please sponsor at least one page
in one issue of The Vedanta Kesari.
In a year (12 issues including a Special Issue)
we need 600 pages to be sponsored. If you
sponsor more pages, it will help us
reach the target faster and
enhance overall quality.
The sponsor's name will
appear in the margin of the
page.
Sponsorship
per page: ` 1000/-

To reach wider readership

pullout for reference
Series 3:

ISSUE
ISSUE 11
10

Exploring the Indian Civilization
ISSUE 10
Exploring the Spiritual Core of our Civilization
ISSUE 11
Exploring the Knowledge Traditions of our Civilization
ISSUE 12
Exploring the Assimilative Power of our Civilization

“In ancient India the centres of national life were always the
intellectual and spiritual and not political.
Of old, as now, political and social power has been always
subordinated to spiritual and intellectual.
The outburst of national life was round colleges of sages and
spiritual teachers. We thus find the Samitis of the Panchâlas,
of the Kâshyas (of Varanasi), the Maithilas
standing out as great centres of
spiritual culture and philosophy,
even in the Upanishads."
- Swami Vivekananda
CW:6: 161.6

> Explore
further..
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Exploring the Knowledge Traditions
of Our Civilization
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PA G E S P O N S O R : K U M . D H A R A S A N ATA N I , C H E N N A I

focus in this issue:

Exploring the knowledge traditions of our civilization
The knowledge systems and traditions in India have been very well
developed since ancient times. Here are glimpses into some unique
attributes of our knowledge traditions:

A holistic view of knowledge
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The Indian view
of knowledge
acknowledges
& integrates
various forms...
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inner
knowledge

knowledge
of society

In order to deal with these multiple systems of
knowledge, Indian system used sophisticated methods
and practices for the development of knowledge.
For example:

knowledge
of nature

Knowledge
of God

Our tradition is unique in
acknowledging both the inner
knowledge which is mystical and
the functional knowledge. We
acknowledge all types of knowledge
in our system.

Pratyaksha –
perception for learning
facts about the world
Anumaana –

Inference for
insight coming
out of analysis

Shabda or Agama

– verbal testimony for
Divine Revelation

6 methods of
knowledge in
Vedanta

Arthaapatti

– postulation for
envisioning and testing
out an hypothesis

Upamaana –
method of analogy
for learning new
models
Anupalabdhi

– knowledge of
something indicated
by its absence

Explore further on these Methods
or Pramanas in Wikipedia
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A unique tradition of combining external excellence
in a chosen field with conscious inner development
India has produced a lineage of great
sadhakas.

Examples of great sadhakas in music...

Tyagaraja

Bismillah Khan

M. S. Subbulakshmi

Examples of great sadhakas in other fields...

Srinivasa Ramanujan
Mathematics

Subramania Bharati

Writer, Poet, Social reformer

Can you find out the great
sadhakas in various fields?

Formal, systematic and in-depth study
of all fields (sciences, arts, philosophy,
literature, engineering, architecture,
etc) were undertaken by serious
‘sadhakas’.
A sadhaka is one who has dedicated
his/her life to the work they have taken
up – and in that process, they consider
the work as a pathway for their own
personal evolution, often leading them
to the highest realization.

PA G E S P O N S O R : A D E V O T E E , K I S M AT P U R , H Y D E R A B A D
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Well-developed systems of education at all levels

Ancient Indian education did not just focus on how to get a university degree and
have a career, but on how to live one’s life in consonance with one’s dharma and build
oneself towards a higher ideal.
We had a fully developed multi-level schooling system:
Higher education opportunities were available in the big universities
spread across India. Each university was an international center of
learning with thousands of students from world over (E.g. Nalanda
University, was one such learning center).

PA G E S P O N S O R : A D E V O T E E , K I S M AT P U R , H Y D E R A B A D

Home/ Village schools or
community centers

We had a wide-ranging
curriculum which covered
various subjects that were taught
formally, like mathematics,
geography, astronomy, zoology,
ship building, engineering and
architecture, mining, botany, etc.

At the next level, there were Ashramas and
Gurukulas where students lived with a great teacher
(a well-known sadhaka) and learnt from him/her.
The first level of education was imparted in a local
village school or community center. There were
thousands of such village schools throughout India.

Students doing
mock surgeries on
watermelon, gourds, etc.

No examinations, no degrees to serve as a shield."The scholar
in ancient India could not take shelter behind the buttress of a
degree. He had to keep his scholarship fresh and up-to-date, for
he was liable to be challenged at any moment for a literary affray
(Sastrartha), and society used to judge his merit by the way in
which he acquitted himself in such discussions. All that he had
learnt, he had to keep ready at the tip of his tongue; he could
neither point to his diploma nor ask for time to refer to his notebooks." - A.S. Altekar, Education in Ancient India, pg. 169

Explore further, in 'Education in
Ancient India' by A. S. Altekar
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A dynamical, rigorous & free system of building and
transmission of knowledge & ideas

The act of putting forth new ideas or theories followed
a rigorous process. It was expected that each person
presented his/her arguments in a well-thought out &
rigorous manner. Each of these arguments were then
challenged against various kinds of authorities – of
experience & data on the ground, of the scriptures, etc.

E.g. Just like today
we have Peer
Reviews of research
papers, we had
Vada – a method of
structured debate
between equals
with the sole aim of
ascertaining the truth

A well known example of Vada:
Mandana Misra and Adi Sankara debated
on the merits of Purva Mimamsa and Advaita
respectively; with Mandana Misra's wife
Ubhaya Bharati as the arbiter.
The debate is
said to have
continued for months,
and many scholars
gathered everyday to
watch and learn.

Explore further in "The Character of Logic
in India" by Bimal Krishna Matilal.

India is mistakenly seen as
a ‘static’ knowledge system,
dependent on ideas conceived a
million years ago.
However, in reality, India had a
deeply ‘dynamical’ system of
growth & evolution of knowledge.
This dynamical system created
an array of well-known thought
leaders in various parts of the
country.
There were well-documented
theories and scriptural works for
various fields of knowledge.
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Gurukulas or Ashramas
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Viharas and
Universities

India's knowledge traditions have permeated many domains...
Agriculture

Metallurgy

India has a long, rich and
diverse tradition in agricultural
practices like selection of right
soil, good seeds, irrigation
techniques, manuring, crop
protection, grain storage,
animal husbandry and so on.

Arthasastra (~3rd century
BCE) reveals that we had
intimate knowledge of the
different types of metal ores
and the ways to test and
purify different metals, or to
create alloys. We were the
first country to master Zinc
distillation.
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Ancient India had made remarkable
developments in the use of
minerals, processing of chemicals
for everyday use, medicinal
drugs, etc. Atomic theory was
both a scientific and philosophical
discussion. Rasaratnasamuccaya
& Rasaprakasa Sudhakara (13th
Century) are examples of texts
that give detailed descriptions of
laboratory building and equipment.

Medicine & Surgery

India's
knowledge
traditions

Trade & Commerce
Since the time of Indus valley
civilization, we've had extensive and
diverse trade networks. Many large
cities were important trade centers.
Through Kautilya's arthashastra,
we can see how trade and trade
regulations were practiced, and how
he has dealt with various aspects
like land route versus sea route, the
role of a director of trade, collector
of customs, tariffs & tolls, controller
of shipping, and so on.

Designed &
developed by

ILLUMINE

Knowledge Catalysts

®

www.illumine.in

Theatre & Drama
Bharata's Natya sastra (~500
BCE) is a manual that describes
the theory and practice of drama
and theater. According to him,
the ultimate purpose of drama is
moral improvement.

To read more, take a look at:
i) Knowledge Practices &
Traditions of India – Edited
by Prof. Kapil Kapoor & Prof.
Michel Danino. Published by
CBSE

Caraka Samhita (~100
BCE), Susruta Samhita
(1st millennium BCE),
Kasyapa Samhita (6th
Century BCE), are some
of our earliest texts
dealing with pediatrics,
surgery, opthalmology,
ENT and so on. We had
an understanding of – the
genetic basis of certain
diseases; communicable
diseases and epidemic;
microbiology and
parasitology; and had our
own method of inoculation.

and more...
Mathematics,
Astronomy, Botony,
Zoology, Mining,
Shipbuilding, Physics,
Engineering &
Architecture

ii) The Cultural Heritage of India
– Vols. V & VI

Share examples of your experiences of trying out these practices, on

www.vivekanandaway.org.

Any questions that come up in your mind while doing so,
can also be discussed here.
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Language
India has always attached the
highest value to knowledge.
As language is the primary tool
for knowledge, great value has
been attached to the study of
language in all its dimensions:
sounds, words, sentences,
metres, etymology and meaning.
"Language is 'a great gift of gods
to men' and hence should be
employed with care" - Rigveda

Chemistry

