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Dear Readers,
The Vedanta Kesari is one of the oldest cultural and spiritual 

magazines in the country. Started under the guidance and support 
of Swami Vivekananda, the first issue of the magazine, then called 

Brahmavadin, came out on 14 Sept 1895. Brahmavadin was run by 
one of Swamiji’s ardent followers Sri Alasinga Perumal. After his death 

in 1909 the magazine publication became irregular, and stopped 
in 1914 whereupon the Ramakrishna Order revived it as The 

Vedanta Kesari. 
Swami Vivekananda’s concern for the magazine is seen 

in his letters to Alasinga Perumal where he writes: ‘Now 
I am bent upon starting the journal.’ ‘Herewith I send a 
hundred dollars…. Hope this will go just a little in starting 
your paper.’ ‘I am determined to see the paper succeed.’ 
‘The Song of the Sannyasin is my first contribution for 

your journal.’ ‘I learnt from your letter the bad financial 
state that Brahmavadin is in.’ ‘It must be supported by the 

Hindus if they have any sense of virtue or gratitude left in 
them.’ ‘I pledge myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’ 

‘The Brahmavadin is a jewel—it must not perish. Of 
course, such a paper has to be kept up by private help 

always, and we will do it.’
For the last 104 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has been carrying the 

invigorating message of Vedanta with articles on spirituality, culture, philosophy, youth, personality 
development, science, holistic living, family and 
corporate values. 

Over the years, production and publication 
costs have gone up manifold. A non-commercial 
magazine like this can continue its good work 
only with the generous financial support and 
active assistance of well-wishers. 

Hence, we appeal to our readers and 
admirers of Swamiji to support us by donating to 
the following schemes:

PERMANENT FUND
To become self-supporting

single issue, the magazine has been carrying the
rituality, culture, philosophy, youth, personality 
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To establish the magazine on firm financial 
footing we need ONE CRORE RUPEES for 
the Permanent Fund. 
Please contribute generously. Names of the 
donors will appear in the magazine.
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SPONSOR A PAGE GIFT TO LIBRARIES
To enhance production quality To reach wider readership

Please gift a copy of The Vedanta Kesari to 
school, college, university, public libraries & 
study circles. 
This will take India’s timeless spiritual and 
cultural heritage, and the message of Vedanta-
Ramakrishna-Vivekananda to a wider section 
of youth. You can select any library in India, 
or let The Vedanta Kesari choose one.
Name of sponsors and libraries enrolled will 
be published in The Vedanta Kesari. 
Gift Subscription for 3 libraries  
for 1 year: ` 500/-

Once a year, please sponsor at least one page 
in one issue of The Vedanta Kesari. 

In a year (12 issues including a Special Issue) 
we need 600 pages to be sponsored. If you 

sponsor more pages, it will help us 
reach the target faster and 

enhance overall quality. 

The sponsor's name will 
appear in the margin of the 
page.

Sponsorship  
                          per page:  ` 1000/-

Rates Inclusive of Postage & a Special Issue
Annual 3 yrs 5 yrs

India ` 175 ` 500 ` 900
Bangladesh 
Nepal / Sri Lanka ` 1200 ` 3500 *

Other Countries ` 2700 ` 8000 *

* 5 yrs  subscription only in India. 

SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS

 You can subscribe to The Vedanta Kesari from any month.
 On your address slip, the number on the left of the first line is your subscription number. Always 

mention this in your correspondence.
 If you do not receive your copy by the 15th of a month, please intimate us. Complaints reaching us 

before this or after one month (two months for overseas subscriptions) of posting of the journal are not 
entertained.

 Only one complaint copy will be sent in a year.
 Subscribers facing irregular postal delivery can choose Registered Parcel by paying additional `36/- 

per issue or opt for digital copy (pdf). 

Digital Edition 
Subscription

https://vedantaebooks.org
Download the Vedanta Kesari App 
on your Android/Apple device

Contact details for 
Contributors: thevedantakesari@chennaimath.org  

Subscribers: magazine@chennaimath.org
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LIBRARY  SCHEME

To be continued . . .

SL.NO.  NAMES OF SPONSORS  AWARDEE INSTITUTIONS

1. Dr. R. Subramaniya Barathiyar, Chennai Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samiti, Upleta, Rajkot
2.  -do- Sri Ramakrishna Yuvak Mandal, Bhuj, Kutch
3.  -do- Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samiti Trust, Red Cross Road, Dharmapur
4.  -do- Nivedhitha Seva Trust, Analmin Nagar, Thoothukudi
5.  -do- Swami Vivekananda Seva Kendra, Junagadh, Gujarat
6.  -do- Sri Ramakrishna Seva Samiti, Bhuj, Kutch
7.  -do- Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda Seva Kendra, Surat
8.  -do- Sri Ramakrishna Vivekananda Aradhana, Kendra, Surat
9.  -do- Swami Shantananda, Anjananagar, Bangalore
10.  -do- Ramakrishna Sharada Shakti Kendra, Bangalore

PERMANENT FUND DONORS

Pragati Offset, Hyderabad ` 25,000

REACHING 1947 LIBRARIES....

3. Bank Transfer in India:
Name of the Bank : United Bank of India 
Name of the Branch :  R.K. Math Road, Chennai - 4
Name of the Account :  Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai
Account Number : 1511010100001

Bank Code No. : 600027009
IFSC : UTBI0SRM842  
                                      {here ‘0’ is zero}
Swift Code : UTBIINBBMBS of UBI

4. Donate Online:    https://donations.chennaimath.org

5. After any donation please e-mail transaction details to : thevedantakesari@chennaimath.org

a) In the e-mail / covering letter mention purpose of payment: VK Subscription / VK Permanent Fund / 
VK Sponsor a Page / VK Gift to Libraries.

b)  Kindly mention your postal address and contact number. 

c) Please give your PAN Number for donations `10,000 and above.

d)  All donations are exempt from Income Tax under section 80G of the [Indian] I.T.Act, 1961.

PAYMENT DETAILS
1. You can send donations either by Cheque/DD/MO or Bank Transfer or Online Payment. 

2. Cheque / DD / MO in favour of: ‘Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai’
    Postal Address: Sri Ramakrishna Math, # 31, Ramakrishna Math Road, Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.

Sri Rangappa N, Bangalore ` 40000.00

Sri Rajendra Nayak,
Bangalore

` 20000.00

Sri Pratyush Kumar,Chennai ` 10000.00

Sri Pradeep Simha A R, 
Tumakuru, Karnataka

` 5000.00

Sri Srinivasan S, Bangalore ` 5000.00

Sri Satyanarayan M.Oza, 
Ichalkaranji, Kolhapur

` 2500.00

A Devotee, Mumbai ` 2000.00

Sri Menon S, Kochi ` 2000.00

Sri Chandrachoodan 
Kathiresan, Madurai

` 1000.00

Sri Harish Ranganatha     
       Shastri, Bangalore

` 1000.00

PATRON
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ISSUE 10ISSUE 12

ISSUE 10 
Exploring the Spiritual Core of our Civilization  

ISSUE 11 
Exploring the Knowledge Traditions of our Civilization  

ISSUE 12 
Exploring the Assimilative Power of our Civilization  

Series 3:  

Exploring the Indian Civilization 

focus in this issue:

Exploring the Assimilative Power  
of our Civilization
Since ancient times, India has been an assimilative civilization. Through 
the centuries, there have been waves of people who came into India at 
various stages, and got assimilated into our civilization. What made us 
capable of assimilating and encompassing multiplicity? Here are some 
building block ideas:

The idea of oneness of all beings 

We discovered a common basis for our 
civilisation. It is in the oneness of all 
beings at the deepest impersonal level 
— in the 'divine self'.

This gave a unique assimilative power 
to our civilisation and we could see 
all religions as true, and all pathways 
as fundamentally valid. We never 
rejected or invalidated any pathway as 
sacrilegious.

In the words of Swami Vivekananda:

“We believe that every being is divine, is God...  We believe that it is the duty 
of every soul to treat, think of, and behave to other souls as such, i.e. as Gods, 
and not hate or despise, or vilify, or try to injure them by any manner or 
means. This is the duty not only of the Sannyasin, but of all men and women."   

CW:4: 357.4

1

Feature Article
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A dynamical cultural model

Normally, when new ideas come 
in, a culture either wholly resists 
it or gets washed away and loses 
its original identity. In India, we did 
neither. Instead, we managed to 
absorb new ideas to enrich our own 
culture. How? 

This was achieved through a 
dynamic Shruti - Smriti model (see 
alongside). It enabled our civilisation 

2

Shruti 
(core)

Smriti

Eternal values of 
our civilization

Ideas, rituals, & conduct 
varying spatially (across 
spaces) and temporally 
(across time)

Two fundamental elements of our culture 

Explore further, in 'Universal Message 
of the Bhagavad Gita'** - Vol. 1 and 
'Eternal Values for a Changing Society' - 
Vol. 1*, by Swami Ranganathananda.

“What you call Santana Dharma refers to the Shruti, the nature of man, nature of 
God, how he achieves spiritual realization. These are eternal truths. They are truths 
for us, … for everyone; they are universal... Along with it comes Yuga dharma, a 
dharma or period, for a particular age of history, a particular group of people. This is 
called Smriti” ** 

“[Smriti] consists of the do’s and don’ts, rules and regulations about food, dress, 
marriage and other social disciplines, besides myths and legends and cosmological 
theories. ... India, therefore, considers the yuga dharma constituent of a religion not 
only not applicable for all people universally, but even irrelevant to its own people of 
a later age, due to changes in conditions of life of the people concerned.” *

“Sri Ramakrishna himself has said: The Mughal coins have no currency under the 
East India Company rule. That means old Smritis have no current value. … About a 
hundred years ago, a person was ex-communicated by Indian society if one went to a 
foreign country. But who cares for it now? 

...The great idea in India is that we have the 
courage to change our Smritis and develop 
a new Smriti in tune with contemporary 
thinking.” **

to preserve the Shruti core over the ages — a core comprising of the Upanishads, and 
fundamental discoveries like the law of karma, and reincarnation.

At the Smriti level we allowed thousands of localised rituals, cults, and practices to live, 
grow and die over time. New cultural ideas were accommodated in this space. Thus, 
the living flame of the eternal values of our civilization has been retained undimmed 
over centuries and has infact been revivified with the advent of spiritual luminaries 
throughout the land. 

In the words of Swami Ranganathananda: 
64
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Capacious & ever-growing mythologies  
and unique modes of communication

3

Our Itihasas — the Ramayana 
and the Mahabharata and 
our Puranas are not singular 
works; they represent 
capacious structures 
containing hundreds of stories 
added over time. 

Each of these discusses some 
aspect of life and conduct. This 
allowed for multiple versions to 
co-exist.

These mythologies and ideals 
became the primary media 
through which India could 
assimilate new ideas and 
transmit it across the country. 

Whenever new thoughts 
and influences came in, 
they got incorporated into 
our mythologies and ideals, 
without losing the core.  

The Ramayana is not just a single story, but a 
narrative structure that has been retold in multiple 
ways, across regions and across the ages.

Over 300 versions of Ramayana are known to exist.  

DID YOU KNOW 

Jainism & Budhism have their own versions of 
Ramayana. 

Many tribals across India have their own Ramayana 
that reflects their local traditions, 

For example, the hill women of Assam who specialize 
in weaving, characterize Sita as a fine weaver; in some 
tribal communities Ravana is seen as the hero who 
cannot be killed; the Gond tribal people had a tradition 
that they were descendants of Ravana.

Some examples of the unique modes of communication that exist even today

Wandering mendicants 
(parivrajakas), philosophers, 
priests, story-tellers, went from 
court to court, in the dissemination 
of a common system of tradition 
all over the land. 

The tradition of reading holy scriptures was also useful in 
familiarizing people with stories from the great epics like 
Ramayana. These readings were often accompanied with 
music, open-air dramas, contests between poets — all 
had their central theme, one or the other incident from 
the same set of legends which the whole of India shared 
in common.

Explore further, in 'The Cultural Heritage of India', Vol. 1, 
published by the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture

Photo Source: The Illustrated 
Mahabharata, published by DK India, 
in 2017. 

It is yet another retelling of the epic 
- using portions of the classical text 
combined with regional versions of 
stories like Iravan's story, Pururava's 
obsession, Draupadi's secret, etc.
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We evaluated people & ideas through the 
measure of ‘realization’ & ‘conduct’

India has had several powerful new ideas (which include Buddhism, for example) 
which swept across the country from time to time. 

In all these cases, the people who proposed these revolutionary ideas were 
not ‘hounded out’ of their homeland just because their ideas were new or were 
incomprehensible to people. Rather people judged them on whether they realized 
these ideas in their life and demonstrated them in their conduct, and equally 
important, evaluated the ideas in terms of the kind of person they produced. 

Thus many great religious thinkers were able to "prove" their ideas through their own 
realization and conduct. 

This approach has led to a culture that is deeply open to ideas that prove their worth in 
the lives of people who accept them. 

This has helped India assimilate many revolutionary religious ideas over the century. 

They saw him coming towards them and 
one said to another, "Look yonder! There 
is Gautama, the luxury-loving fellow who 
gave up fasting and fell back into a life 
of ease and comfort. Don’t speak to him 
or show him any respect. Let nobody go 
and offer to take his bowl or his robe. 
We’ll just leave a mat there for him to sit 
on if he wants to and if he does not, he 
can stand. Who is going to attend on a 
good-for-nothing ascetic like him."

Source: https://www.buddhanet.net/e-learning/
buddhism/lifebuddha/18lbud.htm

After Buddha got enlightenment, leaving the Bodhi tree, he went to 
Ispitana near Benares to see the five monks who deserted him few months 
ago. Here's what happened when they saw him:

An incident from Gautama Buddha's life

4

Share examples of your experiences of trying out these practices, on  
www.vivekanandaway.org  

Any questions that come up in your mind while doing so,  
can also be discussed here.

However, as the Buddha came nearer and nearer, 
they began to notice that he had changed. There was 
something about him, something noble and majestic 
such as they had never seen before. And in spite of 
themselves, before they knew what they were doing, 
they forgot all they had agreed on. One hastened 
forward to meet him, and respectfully took his bowl 
and robe, another busily prepared a seat for him, 
while a third hurried off and brought him water to 
wash his feet.

Buddha made them sit in front of him and delivered 
his first sermon known as "Setting in Motion the 
Wheel of Law".” 

®

Designed & 
developed by

ILLUMINE 
Knowledge Catalysts

www.illumine.in

66

Th
e 

Ve
da

nt
a 

K
es

ar
i

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

18


