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Series 5: Understanding India

- through Swami Vivekananda's eyes
This issue of Vivekananda Way is based on
the lecture "Reply to address of welcome at
Ramnad" in the book, Lectures from Colombo
to Almora. (Complete Works Vol. 3)
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This will be useful to gain an introduction
to Swami Vivekananda's vision, but we
recommend that you read the original lecture,
if you seek deeper inspiration.

focus in this issue:

India – the giant awakens

“

The longest night seems to be passing away,
the sorest trouble seems to be coming to an
end at last, the seeming corpse appears to
be awaking and a voice is coming to us —
away back where history and even tradition
fails to peep into the gloom of the past, coming down
from there, reflected as it were from peak to peak of the
infinite Himalaya of knowledge, and of love, and of work,
India, this motherland of ours — a voice is coming unto
us, gentle, firm, and yet unmistakable in its utterances,
and is gaining volume as days pass by, and behold, the
sleeper is awakening! Like a breeze from the Himalayas,
it is bringing life into the almost dead bones and muscles,
the lethargy is passing away, and only the blind cannot
see, or the perverted will not see, that she is awakening,
this motherland of ours, from her deep long sleep. None
can desist her any more; never is she going to sleep any
more; no outward powers can hold her back
any more; for the infinite giant is rising to
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Here are nine memes that will helps us understand the
key messages that Swami Vivekananda delivered in this lecture:
1
2

Religion is India's foundation

The Hindu mind is tuned to
religious ideas, not necessarily
material ones

"Religion and religion alone is the
life of India, and when that goes
India will die, in spite of Kubera's
wealth poured upon the head of
every one of her children"

"Let others talk of politics,
of the glory of acquisition of
immense wealth poured in by
trade, of the power and spread
of commercialism, of the
glorious fountain of physical
liberty; but these the Hindu
mind does not understand and
does not want to understand"
I am
carrying out
my dharma...

"This is the motherland
of philosophy, of
spirituality, and of
ethics, of sweetness,
gentleness, and love"
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Renunciation is the central theme
within the diversity of Hindu thought
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"Touch him on spirituality, on
religion, on God, on the soul, on
the Infinite, on spiritual freedom,
and I assure you, the lowest
peasant in India is better informed
on these subjects than many a socalled philosopher in other lands"

Jainism

The Idea of
Renunciation

Sikhism

Vaishnavism
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"From out of many voices, consonant and
dissentient, from out of the medley of
sounds filling the Indian atmosphere, rises
up supreme, striking, and full, one note,
and that is renunciation. Give up! That is
the watchword of the Indian religions"
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India's greatest minds have
boldly ventured into the farthest
boundaries of religion
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Yet, we need to learn
from the West, its power
of organization

"The characteristic of my nation is this
transcendentalism, this struggle to go
beyond, this daring to tear the veil off the
face of nature and have at any risk, at any
price, a glimpse of the beyond"

Soul of
religion

"We have, perhaps, to gain a
little in material knowledge,
in the power of organisation,
in the ability to handle
powers, organising powers, in
bringing the best results out
of the smallest of causes"

Time
Space
Universe
Material World
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Furthermore, we may need to provide Hindus with 'grades of
renunciation + enjoyment' and help them gradually climb to the highest

"Yet, perhaps, some sort of
materialism, toned down
to our own requirements,
would be a blessing to
many of our brothers who
are not yet ripe for the
highest truths"

materialism

highest
truths
Toned down materialism
grades of
renunciation + enjoyment

"We know that this
is the ideal - to give
up after seeing and
experiencing the
vanity of things.
But that ideal
can only be
realised after a
certain amount of
experience"
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Thus, we need to build a new vision of the Hindu,
rooted in our national ideals & global in outlook
"There are two great obstacles on our path
in India, the Scylla of old orthodoxy and the
Charybdis of modern European civlisation.
Of these two, I vote for the old
orthodoxy, and not for the
Europeanised system; for the old
orthodox man may be ignorant,
he may be crude, but he is a man,
Orthodox Hindu
he has a faith, he has strength, he
(rooted in tradition)
stands on his own feet; while the
Europeanised man has
no backbone, he is a mass
of heterogeneous ideas
picked up at random from
every source - and these
ideas are unassimilated,
undigested,
Europeanised Hindu
(mass of undigested ideas) unharmonised"

Ideal of a Modern Hindu

Learns from
every nation

But with the foundation
of our national ideals

"Stand on your own feet, and
assimilate what you can; learn
from every nation, take what
is of use to you. But remember
that as Hindus everything else
must be subordinated to our
own national ideals"
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As a nation, we must learn from
everywhere and yet integrate/
subordinate it all to our spiritual core

This is the time to
awaken — individually &
collectively as a nation

"... whether you believe in spirituality or
not, for the sake of the national life, you
have to get a hold on spirituality and keep to
it. Then stretch the other hand out and gain
all you can from other races, but everything
must be subordinated to that one ideal of
life; and out of that a wonderful, glorious,

"Let us all work hard, my
brethren; this is no time for
sleep. On our work depends
the coming of the India of
the future. She is there ready
waiting. She is only sleeping.

future India
will come…"

Protect your roots

Arise and awake and see
her seated here on her
eternal throne,
rejuvenated,
more glorious
than she ever
was - this
motherland of
ours"

If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on

www.vivekanandaway.org.

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

