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This is the second issue of the talk 'Vedantism', delivered in Jaffna on 24th
January 1897. In the first issue of this series we explored Sections
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as shown above. Please refer Vivekananda Way Issue 24 for the same. In this
issue, we explore Section

III

>>
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focus in this issue:

I
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Series 5: Issue 4: Vedantism - contd.

The Core Principles of Hinduism
1: Who created this world?
Ɋ7KHZRUOGZDVQRWFUHDWHGRQDVSHFL¿FGD\

SRISHTI

Ɋ,WLVQRWDVLID*RGFDPHRQHGD\DQGFUHDWHGWKH
ZRUOG*RGLVHWHUQDOO\FUHDWLQJLVQHYHUDWUHVW
Ɋ7KH6DQVNULWZRUGIRUFUHDWLRQSURSHUO\WUDQVODWHG
VKRXOGEHSURMHFWLRQDQGQRWFUHDWLRQ7KXVWKHZRUG
ZHXVHLV6ULVKWLZKLFKPHDQVSURMHFWLRQ
To say, therefore, that it [the world] had a

EVOLUTION
INVOLUTION

beginning is utter nonsense. No question can
occur as to its beginning or its end. Therefore
wherever in our scriptures the words beginning and
Designed &
developed by

end are used, you must remember that it means the

ILLUMINE

beginning and the end of one particular cycle; no

Knowledge Catalysts

more than that.
®

www.illumine.in

2: What is God?
Ɋ:KDWPDNHVWKLVFUHDWLRQ"*RG

What is this Brahman? He

Ɋ$OWKRXJKZHXVHWKH(QJOLVKZRUG*RGWKHUHLV
DJRRGGHDORIGLɣHUHQFHLQPHDQLQJ,WLVEHWWHUWR
FRQ¿QHWRWKHXVHRIWKH6DQVNULWZRUG%UDKPDQ

is eternal, eternally pure,
eternally awake, the almighty,
the all-knowing, the all-merciful,
the omnipresent, the formless, the

Ɋ%UDKPDQLVWKHJHQHUDOFDXVHRIDOO
PDQLIHVWDWLRQV

partless… He creates this universe.

3: Is God partial or impartial?
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Ɋ*RG VPHUF\IDOOVHTXDOO\RQDOOSHRSOH,WLVZH
ZKRPDNHWKHGLɣHUHQFH

God's mercy is equal for all
Cloud of Rain

Ɋ*RG VPHUF\LVOLNHDFORXGRIUDLQZKLFKIDOOV
HTXDOO\RQDOO¿HOGV%XWLWLVWKHZHOOFXOWLYDWHG
¿HOGWKDWJHWVWKHDGYDQWDJHRIWKHVKRZHU
The mercy of God is eternal and
unchangeable; it is we that make the
GLɣHUHQWLDWLRQ

Well-cultivated field

Neglected field
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4: Why are some people happy or unhappy?
LIFE IS ETERNAL

Our past lives

Our present life

Our future lives

Ɋ,WLVQRWWKLVELUWKWKDWLV
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUSHRSOH VKDSSLQHVV
RUXQKDSSLQHVV:KDWWKH\GLGLQ
WKHLUODVWELUWKLVUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKLV
GLɣHUHQFHLQWKHFXUUHQWOLIH7KLVLV
WKH/DZRI.DUPD
Ɋ(DFKRQHRIXVFDUULHVZLWKLQ
XVWKHEXUGHQRIRXUSDVWDQG
WKHUHIRUHZHDUHUHVSRQVLEOHIRU
ZKDWZHVXɣHU\HWHDFKRIXVLVWKH
PDNHURIRXURZQIDWH

the sum total which
creates our present

people in different
conditions of life

our future is
within our control

Ɋ7KHUHIRUHZHDORQHDUH
UHVSRQVLEOHIRUZKDWZHVXɣHUDQG
ZHDUHDOVRIUHHWRWUDQVIRUPRXU
FLUFXPVWDQFHV

The human will stands beyond all circumstance. Before it — the strong, gigantic,
LQ¿QLWHZLOODQGIUHHGRPLQPDQ²DOOWKHSRZHUVHYHQRIQDWXUHPXVWERZGRZQ
succumb, and become its servants.

5: What is the Soul?
Ɋ:HFDQQRWXQGHUVWDQG*RGLQRXUVFULSWXUHVZLWKRXWNQRZLQJWKHVRXO
Ɋ6RXOVDUHZLWKRXWEHJLQQLQJDQGZLWKRXWHQGDQGLPPRUWDOE\WKHLUYHU\QDWXUH$OO
SRZHUVEOHVVLQJSXULW\RPQLSUHVHQFHRPQLVFLHQFHDUHEXULHGLQHDFKVRXO
Ɋ7KXVLQHYHU\PDQDQGLQHYHU\DQLPDOKRZHYHUZHDNRUZLFNHGJUHDWRUVPDOOUHVLGHV
WKHVDPHRPQLSUHVHQWRPQLVFLHQWVRXOWKH$WPDQ
Ɋ7KH$WPDQLVVHSDUDWHIURPWKHPLQGDVZHOODVIURPWKHERG\7KH$WPDQJRHV
WKURXJKELUWKDQGGHDWKDFFRPSDQLHGE\WKHPLQGWKH6XNVKPD6KDULUD
Between me and the

The Atman is the real soul of man

smallest animal, the

1. My gross body or Sthula Sharira - this is the
first layer.

GLɣHUHQFHLVRQO\
in manifestation, but as a

The talk of the brotherhood
of man becomes in India the
brotherhood of universal

is the second layer, and lies behind the gross
body. It is mind; the fine body, made of fine
particles, which goes from birth to death, and
so on.
3. Atman - lies behind the mind. This is the
Soul, the Self of man. The Atman is separate
from the mind as well as from the body, and
this Atman goes through birth and death
accompanied by the mind (the sukshma
sharira)

1

life, of animals, and of all life
down to the little ants — all
these are our bodies.

[In the West manas (mind) is often identified
as soul; while the Hindu regards the soul as a
manifestation of God]

6: What is the goal of the human soul?

AN
D

HI

GH
E

R

HE

AV
E

NS

more & more
happiness and
temporary states
of enjoyment

Ɋ$FFRUGLQJWRWKH+LQGXVFULSWXUHVHYHQLQWKHKLJKHVW
KHDYHQV\RXDUHDVODYH:KLFKHYHUVWDWH\RXFOLPEWR\RX
DUHVWLOOERXQGE\WKHFRQGLWLRQVDURXQG\RX

ER

Ɋ7KHUHIRUHWKHJRDORIKXPDQOLIHLVWREHIUHHRILQWHUQDO
RUH[WHUQDOQDWXUHLHWRDWWDLQ0XNWLRUIUHHGRP
PATH TO
ETERNAL
BLISS

W
LO

Nature must fall at your feet, and you must trample
on it and be free and glorious by going beyond. No
more is there life; therefore no more is there death.

ER

No more enjoyment; therefore no more misery. It is bliss

D
AN
W
LO

unspeakable, indestructible, beyond everything. What

ER
L
HE
LS

less & less
happiness
and temporary
states of misery

Ɋ7KHJRDORIWKHVRXOLVQHLWKHUWRJRWRKLJKHU KLJKHU
KHDYHQVQRUWRJRWRORZHU ORZHUKHOOV

we call happiness and good here are but particles of that
eternal Bliss. And this eternal Bliss is our goal.
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has the same soul as I have.

HI
GH
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I am, he is my brother, he
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3 2. My subtle body or Sukshma Sharira - this

principle he is the same as

7: What is the cause of birth & rebirth, and what is the cure?
It never ages; the ancient One is always

Ɋ7KH$WPDQLVQRWWKHFDXVHRIELUWK
DQGUHELUWK
Ɋ,WLVRXULJQRUDQFHZKLFKLVWKHFDXVH

the same. How did It come down to
earth? There is but one answer to that in
our scriptures. Ignorance is the cause of all this

Ɋ7KHFXUHLV.QRZOHGJH,WZLOOIUHHXV
bondage. It is through ignorance that we have
IURPERQGDJH

become bound; knowledge will cure it by taking us

Ɋ.QRZOHGJHLVERUQZKHQZHGHYHORS to the other side.
LQWHQVHORYHIRU*RG$QGNQRZOHGJH
... with that intense love will come knowledge, and
LVDOVRERUQZKHQZHORYHDOOKXPDQ
ignorance will disappear, the bonds will break,
EHLQJVDVWHPSOHVRI*RG
and the soul will be free.
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8: What is the relationship between soul and God?
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7KHUHDUHWZRW\SHVRIUHODWLRQVKLSVPHQWLRQHGLQRXUVFULSWXUHVWKH
SHUVRQDOUHODWLRQVKLSDQGWKHLPSHUVRQDOUHODWLRQVKLSDVVKRZQEHORZ
In the personal relationship, God is viewed as -

7KH2PQLSUHVHQWFUHDWRUSUHVHUYHUDQGGHVWUR\HURIHYHU\WKLQJ

...liberation

7KHHWHUQDO)DWKHUDQG0RWKHURIWKHXQLYHUVH

consists in

2QHZKRLVHWHUQDOO\VHSDUDWHIURPXVDQGIURPDOOVRXOV

coming near to

$QGOLEHUDWLRQLVLQFRPLQJQHDU+LPDQGOLYLQJLQ+LP

Him and living in Him.

In the impersonal relationship, God is viewed as:

$QLPSHUVRQDORPQLSUHVHQW%HLQJZKHUHDGMHFWLYHVDUHWDNHQ
DZD\DVVXSHUÀXRXVDQGLOORJLFDOVXFKDV
ł1RWDNQRZLQJEHLQJDVNQRZOHGJHEHORQJVWRWKHKXPDQPLQG

...misery

ł1RWDWKLQNLQJEHLQJDVWKLQNLQJLVDSURFHVVRIWKHZHDN

consists in

ł1RWDUHDVRQLQJEHLQJDVUHDVRQLQJLVDVLJQRIZHDNQHVV
ł1RWDFUHDWLQJEHLQJDVQRQHFUHDWHVH[FHSWLQERQGDJH
ł1RWVRPHRQHZKRZRUNVDVZRUNLVIRUIXO¿OOPHQWRIZDQWV

DQGGHVLUHV

thinking of
RXUVHOYHVDVGLɣHUHQW
IURPWKLV,Q¿QLWH
Impersonal Being;
and liberation consists

7KHLPSHUVRQDO,WLVXVHGWRUHIHUWRWKLVLPSHUVRQDOLW\7KLVLV
WKH$GYDLWLFFRQFHSWLRQRI*RG

in knowing our unity

(YHU\RQHLVEXWDPDQLIHVWDWLRQRIWKDW,PSHUVRQDO

Impersonality.

$QGOLEHUDWLRQFRQVLVWVRINQRZLQJWKDWZHDUH+HDQG
UHDOL]LQJRXUXQLW\ZLWKWKLVZRQGHUIXOLPSHUVRQDOLW\

with this wonderful

TO BE CONTINUED...

If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on

www.vivekanandaway.org

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

