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VK General Donation

VK Permanent Fund

   Page Donor: Please sponsor one or 
more pages of the magazine in your name or 
that of your dear ones. Sponsorship for one 
page in one issue: ` 1000/-

   Please contribute ` 500/- and above to 
meet the running costs of the magazine. 

   To establish the magazine on firm 
financial footing, please contribute ` 5,000/- 
and above to the Permanent Fund.

after donation please send an email with 
transaction details to vk@chennaimath.org

Appeal
For the last 107 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has 

been carrying the invigorating message of Vedanta and alongside, continuously 
revamping itself to meet the changing needs of the times.  

The relevance of Vedantic wisdom to everyday life is all the more pertinent 
today than ever before. ‘Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,’ is the 
thundering motto of Swami Vivekananda. The Ramakrishna Mission, as you all 
know, is a unique organisation where sannyasis and lay people come together 
and endeavour for the common good. Let’s join hands in taking forward our 
revered Swamiji’s vision and mission for The Vedanta Kesari.

Swami Vivekananda

Donation
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ISSUE 44

PULLOUT FOR REFERENCE

The Sages of India - Part 1
focus in this issue:

In this and the next issue, we will 
be exploring Swami Vivekananda's 
third public lecture during his stay in 
Madras, titled - The Sages of India.    

In this lecture, Swami Vivekananda shares with us, his study of the sages of India. In this 
and the next issue, we will explore Swami Vivekananda's key messages in this talk.

 – The eternal relations which deal with the 
nature of the soul, and of God, and the 
relations between souls and God, are called 
Shrutis and are embodied in the Vedas.

 – The next set of truths are the Smritis, which 
include the writings of Manu (Manu Smriti), 
Yâjnavalkya, and other writers (Yajnavalkya 
Smriti, Narada Smriti, etc.), the Purânas 
(encyclopedic literature on diverse topics, 
particularly about legends and other 
traditional lore), and go right down to the 
Tantras (frameworks or systems associated 
with a particular tradition and a deity).

 – The Smritis are subordinate to the Shrutis, 
and whenever any Smriti contradicts 
anything in the Shrutis, the Shrutis must 
prevail. 

 – Shrutis have many sages as recorders of 
truth, both men and women. It is important 
to note that while very little is known of 
their personal lives, their best thoughts 
and discoveries are preserved here. In the 
Smritis, on the other side, personalities 
are more in evidence. Exceptional world-
moving personalities stand before us, who 
are sometimes even greater than their 
teachings.

®

Designed & 
developed by

ILLUMINE 
Knowledge Resources

www.illumine.in

Two ideals of truth are in our 
scriptures; the one is, what we call 
the eternal, and the other is not so 

authoritative, yet binding under particular 
circumstances, times, and places.

Eternal truths  
(the unchanging 
principles embodied 
in the Vedas)

Truths contexted to time, 
place, and circumstances 
(and therefore can be 
changed)

I: TWO IDEALS OF TRUTH

The idea is that the framework of 
the destiny and goal of man has 
been all delineated in the Vedas, 

the details have been left to be worked out 
in the Smritis and Puranas. As for general 
directions, the Shrutis are enough; for 
spiritual life, nothing more can be said, 
nothing 
more can be 
known. 

Shruti

Smriti
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II: THE IMPERSONAL PERSONAL GOD

This is a peculiarity which we have to understand — 
that our religion preaches an Impersonal Personal 
God. It preaches any amount of impersonal laws plus 
any amount of personality, but the very fountain-head 
of our religion is in the Shrutis, the Vedas, which are 
perfectly impersonal; the persons all come in 
the Smritis and Puranas — the great Avatâras, 
Incarnations of God, Prophets, and so forth. 

Contains the 
Impersonal 
dimension of 
Hinduism 

Brings out 
the Personal 
dimension of 
Hinduism 

The Impersonal Vision 
 – Every other religion depends on the 

life or lives of some personal founder 
or founders. For example, Christianity 
on the life of Jesus Christ, Islam upon 
Mohammed, Buddhism upon Buddha, 
etc. And therefore, great importance 
is given to the historical evidences of 
these great personalities. If this historical 
evidence becomes weak, then the entire 
structure of the religion starts getting 
questioned. 

 – In India, however, it is not so, because 
the religion is not based on the authority 
of a sage or even an incarnation. Rather, 
the first principle in Hinduism is that all 
that is necessary for the perfection of 
man and for attaining unto freedom is 

The Personal Vision 
 – From the earliest times, our sages were 

conscious of the fact that the vast majority 
of mankind require not just an impersonal 
god, but that they must have a personal 
god in some form or the other.

 – Swami Vivekananda gives the example 
of Buddha who rejected the idea of a 
personal god, but who was himself turned 
into a personal god by his disciples within 
50 years of his death.

 – But Swami Vivekananda also says that 
while a personal god is necessary, if we 
left a personal god to the imaginations of 

Vedanta only can be the universal religion, that it is already the existing universal 
religion in the world, because it teaches principles and not persons. No religion 
built upon a person can be taken up as a type by all the races of mankind. 

already available in the Vedas. There is 
nothing new to find. For example, religious 
knowledge became complete when 'Tat 
Twam Asi' (Thou art That) was discovered, 
and that was already in the Vedas.

 – Even a great incarnation like Krishna is not 
treated as an authority on the Vedas, rather 
the Vedas are treated as the authority of 
Krishna himself. Therefore, in India, it is 
believed that many great incarnations or 
great sages come from time to time, each 
time carrying the core message, but in a 
different form appropriate to time, place 
and circumstances.

 – Therefore, Vedanta can be treated as 
a universal religion, because it teaches 
principles and not persons. 

people, then 99 cases out of 100 would 
be worthy of human worship. Therefore, 
there is a focus on a few extra-ordinary 
human beings who are living and walking 
among us. These are "living gods". 

 – Swami Vivekananda tells us that these 
living gods are more worthy of worship 
than any imaginary god that we can 
conceive. For example, he points out that  
Shri Krishna is much greater than any 
idea of God you or I can have. Buddha 
is a much higher idea, a more living and 
idolised idea, than the ideal you or I can 
conceive of in our minds.

Shruti

Smriti

26

Th
e 

Ve
da

nt
a 

K
es

ar
i

O
ct

ob
er

 2
02

1



III: THE RISHIS: DISCOVERERS OF SPIRITUAL TRUTHS

 – In India, along with the Avataras, the 
mighty personages who embody 
the highest truths, we also find a 
second group of sages called the Rishis.

 – The Rishis were great authorities. They are 
Mantra-Drashtâs − seers of thought. 

 – To understand the special role of the 
Rishis, we have to understand the nature 
of proof/ truth in religion

 – From the ancient times it was clear that the 
human senses are limited in their reach. 
Nature, or the world outside, cannot give 
answers to fundamental questions like 
existence of the soul, existence of God, 
the goal of man, etc. The mind itself 
is continuously changing, in flux, and 
fragmented. 

 – How can such a mind tell of that which 
in Swami Vivekananda's words, is "the 
Infinite, the Unchangeable, the Unbroken, 
the Indivisible, the Eternal"?

 – The mind is ordinarily choppy and 
fragmented. But there are moments of 
extreme blessedness or shock - when 
the mind becomes calm and the infinite 
beyond is revealed. This state, which 

 – Therefore, these incarnations of god 
have always commanded the worship 
of mankind even to the exclusion of all 
imaginary deities.

 – The Indian sages knew this, and therefore 
they left it open for the Indian people 
to worship such great personages and 
incarnations (despite the existence of an 
impersonal religion which was in many 
ways complete).

 – The Hindu can therefore worship any 
sage or any saint from any country. For 
example, Hindus often do worship in the 

churches of the Christians, and in the 
Mohammedan mosques, and that is good, 
as Hinduism is the universal religion. It is 
inclusive enough, and broad enough to 
include all ideals. 

 – In the words of Swami Vivekananda, "All 
the ideals of religion that already exist in 
the world can be immediately included, 
and we can patiently wait for all the ideals 
that are to come in the future to be taken 
in the same fashion, embraced in the 
infinite arms of the religion of the Vedanta".

happens under exceptional circumstances 
in ordinary life, needs to be heightened, 
practised and perfected.

 – Men discovered ages ago that the 
soul is not bound by its senses, nor by 
consciousness (which is but a part of 
Being). 

 – Beyond individual consciousness, beyond 
the senses, men must go to discover truth 
of the spiritual world.

 – Such men, who can go beyond the 
boundaries of the senses, and come face-
to-face with spiritual truths, are Rishis.

 – The nature of proof of the Vedas in spiritual 
life is therefore the same as the nature of 
proof of the senses in the material world 
outside − direct perception (Pratyaksha).

 – Just as I see material truths with the senses, 
so also we can see spiritual truths in a 
superconscious state of the human soul.

 – Such a Rishi state is not limited by time, 
place, sex, or race. It is the common 
property of all.  

How comes, then, the knowledge which the 
Vedas declare? It comes through being a Rishi. 

Beyond consciousness is where the bold search lies. Consciousness is bound 
by the senses. Beyond that, beyond the senses, men must go in order to 
arrive at truths of the spiritual world, and there are even now persons who 

succeed in going beyond the bounds of the senses. These are called Rishis, 
because they come face to face with spiritual truths.
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If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on 
www.vivekanandaway.org  

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

IV: THE RISHI IDEAL

 – In India, the ideal of religion is the Rishi state. 
Religion is not in books or theories, dogmas, 
discussions, or reasoning − it is in being and 
becoming. 

 – Swami Vivekananda points out that this 
ideal is the answer to all nations of the world 
who are fighting and quarrelling over a God. 
He asks, "Vain are your fights and your 
quarrels; have you seen God whom you 
want to preach? If you have not seen, vain is 
your preaching; you do not know what you 
say; and if you have seen God, you will not 
quarrel, your very face will shine." (See Box 1)

 – Swami Vivekananda then says that Rishihood 
− directly perceiving the truth, is the ideal 
of our religion. The rest, all talks, reasoning, 
philosophies, dualisms/monisms, even the 
Vedas themselves are secondary. (See Box 2)

Religion is not in books, nor in theories, nor in dogmas, nor in talking, not 
even in reasoning. It is being and becoming.  Ay, my friends, until each 
one of you has become a Rishi and come face to face with spiritual facts, 
religious life has not begun for you. Until the superconscious opens for you, 
religion is mere talk, it is nothing but preparation.

BOX 1: 

A discussion that Buddha had with some 

Brahmins...

They came discussing about the nature of 
Brahman, and the great sage asked, "Have you 
seen Brahman?" 

"No, said the Brahmin; 

"Or your father?" "No, neither has he"; 

"Or your grandfather?" "I don't think even he 
saw Him." 

"My friend, how can you discuss about a 
person whom your father and grandfather 
never saw, and try to put each other down?" 

When you have known God, your very 
face will be changed, your voice will be 
changed, your whole appearance will 
he changed. You will be a blessing to 
mankind; none will be able to resist the 
Rishi. This is the Rishihood, the ideal in 
our religion.

BOX 2: 

A story from the Upanishads...

An ancient sage of the Upanishads sent his 
son out to learn about Brahman, and the child 
came back, and the father asked, "what have 
you learnt?" 

The child replied he had learnt so many 
sciences. 

But the father said, "That is nothing, go back." 

And the son went back, and when he 
returned again the father asked the same 
question, and the same answer came from 
the child. 

Once more he had to go back. 

And the next time he came, his whole face 
was shining; and his father stood up and 
declared, "Ay, today, my child, your face 
shines like a knower of Brahman." 

TO BE CONTINUED...

 – Thus, Rishi is the name of a type or a 
class which every true Hindu is expected 
to become at some parts in their life −
and becoming who is salvation. Swami 
Vivekananda reminds us, "Not belief in 
doctrines, not going to thousands of 
temples, nor bathing in all the rivers in the 
world, but becoming the Rishi, the Mantra-
Drashtâ — that is freedom, that is salvation".
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