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For the last 107 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has
been carrying the invigorating message of Vedanta and alongside, continuously
revamping itself to meet the changing needs of the times.

The relevance of Vedantic wisdom to everyday life is all the more pertinent
today than ever before. ‘Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,’ is the
thundering motto of Swami Vivekananda. The Ramakrishna Mission, as you all
know, is a unique organisation where sannyasis and lay people come together
and endeavour for the common good. Let’s join hands in taking forward our
revered Swamiji’s vision and mission for The Vedanta Kesari.
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VK General Donation
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Please contribute ` 500/- and above to
meet the running costs of the magazine.
Page Donor: Please sponsor one or
more pages of the magazine in your name or
that of your dear ones. Sponsorship for one
page in one issue: ` 1000/-

VK Permanent Fund
To establish the magazine on firm
financial footing, please contribute ` 5,000/and above to the Permanent Fund.
after donation please send an email with
transaction details to

Swami Vivekananda

vk@chennaimath.org

PULLOUT FOR REFERENCE

Sages of India - Continued.

ISSUE 45

focus in this issue:

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA ON RAMA & SITA

On Rama:
Rama, the ancient idol of the heroic ages, the
embodiment of truth, of morality, the ideal son,
the ideal husband, the ideal father, and above all,
the ideal king, this Rama has been presented before us by
the great sage Vâlmiki

On Sita:
Sita is unique; that character was depicted once
Sita-Ram Darbar - Tanjore Painting
and for all. ..She is the very type of the true Indian
woman, for all the Indian ideals of a perfected
woman have grown out of that one life of Sita.
There she will always be,this glorious Sita, purer than purity itself, all patience, and all
suffering. She who suffered that life of suffering without a murmur, she the ever-chaste and
ever-pure wife, she the ideal of the people, the ideal of the gods, the great Sita, our national
God she must always remain.
...Sita has gone into the very vitals of our race. She is there in the blood of every Hindu
man and woman; we are all children of Sita. Any attempt to
Designed &
modernise our women, if it tries to take our women away from
developed by
that ideal of Sita, is immediately a failure, as we see every day.
ILLUMINE
The women of India must grow and develop in the footprints of
Knowledge Resources
®
Sita, and that is the only way.
www.illumine.in
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The lecture is being explored in 3 parts:
Part 1: Swami Vivekananda speaks about the Personal-Impersonal Ideal, and the Rishis
who see and discover the impersonal truths. [covered in the previous issue]
Part 2: Swami Vivekananda talks about the world moving sages − the great incarnations,
of which we will cover Rama & Sita, and Krishna. [current issue]
Part 3: Swami Vivekananda also talks about Buddha, Shankara, Ramanuja, Chaitanya and
Ramakrishna. [to be covered in the next issue]
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The Sages of India - Part 2

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA ON KRISHNA
He who is worshipped in various forms, the favourite ideal of men
as well as of women, the ideal of children, as well as of grownup men. I mean He whom the writer of the Bhagavata was not
content to call an Incarnation but says, "The other Incarnations
were but parts of the Lord. He, Krishna, was the Lord Himself."
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Krishna of Vrindavan
––

Swami Vivekananda talks about the marvellous
phase of Krishna’s life with the Gopis.

––

According to him, it is very difficult to
understand this phase unless one has become
perfectly chaste and pure.

––

The entire episode is an allegory that can be
perceived and understood only by one who is
mad with the love of God.

––

The Gopis of Vrindavan represent the very ideal
of love, a love that wants nothing, that does not
care for heavens, does not care for anything in
the world or the world to come.

––

According to Swami Vivekananda, the love
of the Gopis represents the only solution to
the conflict between the Personal and the
Impersonal God.

––

What is the conflict? At a philosophical level we
believe in an Impersonal God, immanent in the
Universe, of which everything is a manifestation.
At the same time, our souls hanker for
something concrete, something we can grasp,
and at whose Feet we can pour our souls. The
conception of the Personal God is therefore the
highest conception of human nature.
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––

The conflict comes when we accept an allmerciful, all-powerful Personal God and then
seeing that there is so much injustice in the
world, that life on earth is a hell, we conclude
that this same Perfect God is also partial!

––

Swami Vivekananda says that there is no
solution to this conflict except in the path
followed by the Gopis. The Gopis did not care
to know that Krishna was Lord of Creation,
Almighty, Omnipotent, etc. Instead, they only
understood that he was infinite Love − and
offered their all at his Feet.

Krishna Painting
by Jamini Roy

Krishna: a many-sided character
“… we marvel at the
many-sidedness of
his character. He was
the most wonderful
Sannyasin, and the most
wonderful householder in one; he
had the most wonderful amount of
Rajas, power, and was at the same
time living in the midst of the most
wonderful renunciation.”
Krishna: the embodiment of the
Bhagavad Gita
“Krishna, the preacher of
the Gita, was all his life the
embodiment of that Song
Celestial; he was the great
illustration of non-attachment.
He gives up his throne and never
cares for it. He, the leader of India,
at whose word kings come down
from their thrones, never wants to
be a king. He is the simple Krishna,
ever the same Krishna who played
with the Gopis.”

––

Swami Vivekananda points that it is very
difficult to understand the love of the Gopis.

––

Most of us are impure and shrink from such
ideas. As long as there is selfishness in the
heart, so long, love of God is impossible; it is
nothing but shop-keeping.

––

Most of us seek something in return. As long
as such ideas are in the brain, one cannot
understand the mad love of the Gopis.

––

Swami Vivekananda also responds to some
Western and Indian commentators who
believe that the Gopi phase of Vrindavan was
an interpolation in the Mahabharata.

––

He says that, such commentators, being
steeped in commercialism, are unable to
comprehend the pure love, untainted by
transaction.

––

In fact, Swami Vivekananda goes further
and says that the ideal of love in the story of
Vrindavan is on a much higher plane than the
ideal of work in the Bhagwad Gita.

Sri Sri Radha-Kanta worshiped
in the Radha Krishna Temple
at Dakshineswar Kali Temple Complex

The love of the Gopis:
The resolution of the Personal
and the Impersonal God.
...this love of the Gopis
has been found the
only solution of the
conflict between the
Personal and the Impersonal God.
We know how the Personal God
is the highest point of human life;
we know that it is philosophical
to believe in an Impersonal
God immanent in the universe,
of whom everything is but a
manifestation. At the same time
our souls hanker after something
concrete, something which we
want to grasp, at whose feet we
can pour out our soul, and so on.
The Personal God is therefore
the highest conception of human
nature
The ideal of the Gopis:
a great landmark in the history
of religion!
A great landmark in the
history of religion is here,
the ideal of love for love's
sake, work for work's
sake, duty for duty's sake, and it for
the first time fell from the lips of the
greatest of Incarnations, Krishna,
and for the first time in the history
of humanity, upon the soil of
India. The religions of fear and of
temptations were gone for ever,
and in spite of the fear of hell and
temptation of enjoyment in heaven,
came the grandest of ideals, love
for love's sake, duty for duty's sake,
work for work's sake.
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Thus the Gopis cherished the ideal of pure
and selfless love for “their Krishna” – Krishna
of Vrindavan. Their ideal was “Let one be born
again and again, but Lord, grant me this, that
I may have love for Thee, and that for love’s
sake.”
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––

Krishna: The preacher of the Gita
According to Swami Vivekananda:
––

To elaborate, the non-dualistic commentator,
on encountering dualistic passages in the
Upanishads, tries to twist and torture them into
a non-dualistic meaning. Similarly, a dualistic
commentator, on encountering non-dualistic
passages, tries to impose a dualistic meaning.
Thus, each commentator sees the entire
Upanishads through a single lens.

––

The Bhagavad Gita, on the other hand, does
not try to torture or modify the meaning of
any Upanishadic ideas. Rather, it is built on
the vision of the human soul “rising up and
up, step after step, from the gross to the fine,
from the fine to the finer, until it reaches the
Absolute, the Goal”. In this vision, both dualism
and non-dualism have their place and thus the
Bhagavad Gita affirms all ideas without
text-torturing any.

––

The Bhagavad
Gita affirms
even the Karma
Kanda, pointing
out that it may
not lead to
salvation, but
is also valid.
Krishna preaching the Gita to Arjuna
Similarly, it
affirms ceremonies and form on the condition
that the heart of the worshipper must be pure
and sincere.

––

Religious pathways of all kinds are the
necessities and hankerings of different classes
of human minds. The day their necessity ceases,
they vanish with the necessity. And, until then
they will remain, despite your criticism.

November 2021

––
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The Upanishads – the essence of the Shrutis –
are hard to understand. The main reason is that
there are so many commentators, each trying to
interpret them in their own way.

Thus, Lord Krishna, in the Bhagavad Gita,
not only affirms the pathways to God, but we
also understand from Sri Krishna why these
pathways should remain.

"There is no better commentary
on the Vedas than the Gita"
Swami Vivekananda

You find in the Gita
there is no attempt at
torturing any one of them
[Upanishadic ideas]. They
are all right, says the Lord; for
slowly and gradually the human
soul rises up and up, step after step,
from the gross to the fine, from the
fine to the finer, until it reaches the
Absolute, the goal.
Religions and sects
are not the work of
hypocrites and wicked
people who invented
all these to get a little money, as
some of our modern men want to
think. ...They are the outcome of the
necessity of the human soul. They
are all here to satisfy the hankering
and thirst of different classes of
human minds, and you need not
preach against them. The day when
that necessity will cease, they will
vanish along with the cessation of
that necessity; and so long as that
necessity remains, they must be
there in spite of your preaching,
in spite of your criticism. You may
bring the sword or the gun into
play, you may deluge the world
with human blood, but so long as
there is a necessity for idols, they
must remain. These forms, and all
the various steps in religion will
remain, and we understand from
the Lord Shri Krishna why they
should.

If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on

www.vivekanandaway.org

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

TO BE CONTINUED...

