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First issue of 

Brahmavadin, September 1895 He was a much-celebrated and much-feted Swami. 
His famous address at The World’s Parliament of 
Religions, Chicago in 1893 had catapulted him to the 

status of a super star. But Swami Vivekananda was not one to 
bask in chaffy glory. A letter to one of his trusted followers, from the 

USA, dated 12 Jan 1895, read, ‘I want to preach my ideas for the good of the 
world. …What work have you done in the way of advancing the ideas and 

organising in India? …My life is more precious than spending it in getting the admiration 
of the world. I have no time for such foolery.’  

Swamiji, as Swami Vivekananda was fondly addressed, loved and revered his 
motherland as his own mother.  Every breath of his aspired for her well being and every 
cell in his body yearned that she regain her lost glory. She had been a beacon light for the 
world until repeated invasions pillaged her ruthlessly and left her not just poverty-
stricken but also psychologically drained. The latter struck at the very core, underlying 
the urgency for immediate redressal. Swamiji’s panacea for this lay in India’s very own 
practical and ennobling Vedantic wisdom.  Vedanta recognises no weakness. It proclaims 
that in every individual lies a mine of strength. All that is needed is an effort to draw from 
it. 

Swamiji started looking for the right channel to propagate the powerful message of 
Vedanta. He opted for the print medium and decided to bring out a journal, giving it the 
name Brahmavadin.  In February 1895, he sent from USA $100 and a letter to his trusted 
disciple Alasinga Perumal. The letter read: ‘Now I am bent upon starting the journal. 
Herewith I send a hundred dollars… Hope this will go just a little in starting your paper.’  

If selflessness and devotion would have a form, it would 
have borne the name of Alasinga Perumal. Brahmavadin 
became Alasinga’s calling and the first issue rolled out from 
a press in Broadway, Chennai on 14 September 1895. The 
magazine included a poem of Swamiji specially 
composed for the occasion. It was titled, ‘The Song 
of the Sannyasin’. One verse ran thus: First issue of  The Vedanta Kesari, May 1914

TheVedanta   Kesari
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(Handwritten words in Swamiji’s own hand)

“Strike off thy fetters! Bonds that bind thee down,  

Love, hate — good, bad — and all the  dual throng,  

For fetters, though of gold, are not less strong to bind;  

With this message that marked its mission, Brahmavadin made a determined entry 
into the strife-ridden climate of pre-independence India.  The birth of the magazine was 
certainly an occasion for celebration but the struggles were far from over. 

One of Swamiji’s letters to Alasinga read: ‘I learnt from your letter the bad financial 
state that Brahmavadin is in.’ This was followed by another letter that carried the line, ‘I 
pledge myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’

Bolstered by this pledge, Alasinga Perumal braved on, surmounting many an 
impediment. Sadly, Swami Vivekananda passed away in 1902, at the age of thirty-nine. 
Alasinga’s intense anguish morphed into heightened devotion towards the magazine. But 
the next hurdle in Brahmavadin’s journey came in 1909, in the form of Alasinga’s own 
demise. In May 1914, the magazine, tottering as it was, floundered and ground to a halt. 

It was at this crucial juncture, that the Ramakrishna Mission stepped in to revive it. 
The Mission was itself in its nascent stages with many a teething problem but nothing 
could come in its way of reviving the Brahmavadin. For, had not their beloved Swamiji 
repeatedly said, ‘The Brahmavadin is a jewel – it must not perish!” And so, the very same 
month when Brahmavadin closed, it was resuscitated with the new name The Vedanta 
Kesari.

The history of The Vedanta Kesari is much more than just a tale of sweat, toil and a 
dream realised. It is a narrative of Swamiji’s passion for India and Alasinga’s devotion to 
his master. It is a celebration of love, transcending forms.

One hundred and nine years 
and going strong….TheVedanta   Kesari
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VK General Donation

VK Permanent Fund

   Page Donor: Please sponsor one or 
more pages of the magazine in your name or 
that of your dear ones. Sponsorship for one 
page in one issue: ` 1000/-

   Please contribute ` 500/- and above to 
meet the running costs of the magazine. 

   To establish the magazine on firm 
financial footing, please contribute ` 5,000/- 
and above to the Permanent Fund.

after donation please email your postal 
address, pan, & transaction details to  

vk@chennaimath.org

Appeal
For the last 107 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has 

been carrying the invigorating message of Vedanta and alongside, continuously 
revamping itself to meet the changing needs of the times.  

The relevance of Vedantic wisdom to everyday life is all the more pertinent 
today than ever before. ‘Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,’ is the 
thundering motto of Swami Vivekananda. The Ramakrishna Mission, as you all 
know, is a unique organisation where sannyasis and lay people come together 
and endeavour for the common good. Let’s join hands in taking forward our 
revered Swamiji’s vision and mission for The Vedanta Kesari.

Swami Vivekananda

Donation
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ISSUE 10ISSUE 48

Series 5: Understanding India  
- through Swami Vivekananda's eyes

In Issues 22-46, we have covered over 16 lectures 
out of Swami Vivekananda's travels from Colombo 
to Almora (January 1897- March 1901). Currently 
ongoing is  "The Work before us", delivered at the 
Triplicane Literary Society, Madras. Part 1 of this 
lecture has been covered in the previous issue.

The Work before us - part 2
focus in this issue:

®

Designed & 
developed by

ILLUMINE 
Knowledge Catalysts

www.illumine.in

 – It is mistakenly understood that Hindus have 
remained confined within four walls.

 – In fact, India has always been giving to the 
outside world, whatever the ignorant may 
think.

 – The gift of India is the gift of religion and 
philosophy, and wisdom and spirituality. 

 – This gift is not carried through conquest, but 
through peace and love. 

 – This is also the cause of India's greatness. We 
have never conquered, and that is our glory. 

 – People denounce Hinduism because it is 
not a "conquering religion". But, to Swami 
Vivekananda's mind, that Indian religion is 
truer than any other religion is because it has 
never conquered. 

 – India has always shed on all words of peace, 
love and sympathy. 

 – It is here and here alone that the ideals of 
toleration were first preached. It is here 

and here alone 
that toleration and 
sympathy have 
became practical.

Indian Ideas have always gone out into 
the world in the past

In this issue, we continue Swami Vivekananda's message on what's to be 
done in India going forward:

1.0

To my mind that is the 
argument why our religion is 
truer than any other religion, 

because it never conquered, because 
it never shed blood, because its mouth 
always shed on all, words of blessing, of 
peace, words of love and sympathy. 

The gift of India is the gift of 
religion and philosophy, and 
wisdom and spirituality. And religion 
does not want cohorts to march before 
its path and clear its way. Wisdom and 
philosophy do not want to be carried on 
floods of blood. Wisdom and philosophy 
do not march upon bleeding human 
bodies, do not march with violence but 
come on the wings of peace and love, 
and that has always been so.

... it is here and here alone 
that toleration and sympathy 
have become practical; it is 
theoretical in every other country, it 
is here and here alone, that the Hindu 
builds mosques for the Mohammedans 
and churches for the Christians.

39

Th
e 

Ve
da

nt
a 

K
es

ar
i

M
ar

ch
 2

02
2

PA
G

E
 D

O
N

O
R

 :
 S

M
T.

 K
A

V
IT

A
 S

A
LU

JA
, 

 B
E

N
G

A
LU

R
U



2.0

4.0

It was once remarked to me, "How difficult it is to ascertain the name of any 
writer in India", to which I replied, "That is the Indian idea." Indian writers 
are not like modern writers who steal ninety percent of their ideas from other 

authors, while only ten per cent is their own, and they take care to write a preface in 
which they say, "For these ideas I am responsible". Those great master minds producing 
momentous results in the hearts of mankind were content to write their books without 
even putting their names, and to die quietly, leaving the books to posterity. Who knows the 
writers of our philosophy, who knows the writers of our Purânas? They all pass under the 
generic name of Vyâsa, and Kapila, and so on. They have been true children of Shri Krishna. 
They have been true followers of the Gita; they practically carried out the great mandate, 
"To work you have the right, but not to the fruits thereof."

Mesmerism of Indian thought 

Swami Vivekananda's Message for the Conquest of the world by Indian thought

If a foreigner takes up our literature to study, at 
first it is disgusting to him; there is not the same 
stir, perhaps, the same amount of go that rouses 
him instantly. Compare the tragedies of Europe 
with our tragedies. The one is full of action, that 
rouses you for the moment, but when it is over 
there comes the reaction, and everything is gone, 
washed off as it were from your brains. Indian 
tragedies are like the mesmerist's power, quiet, 
silent, but as you go on studying them they 
fascinate you; you cannot move; you are bound; 
and whoever has dared to touch our literature 
has felt the bondage, and is there bound for ever.

 – The one characteristic of Indian thought is 
its silence, its calmness.

 – At the same time the tremendous power 
that is behind it is never expressed by 
violence. It is always the silent mesmerism 
of Indian thought. 

 – Like the gentle dew, that falls unseen and 
unheard, and yet brings into blossom the 
fairest of roses, has been the contribution 
of India to the thought of the world. Silent, 
unperceived, yet omnipotent in its effect, 
it has revolutionized the thought of the 
world, yet nobody knows when it did so. 

1. We have also been great conquerors. The 
story of our conquest has been described 
by that noble Emperor of India, Asoka, as 
the conquest of religion and spirituality. 

2. Once more the world must be conquered by 
India. This is the dream of my life, and I wish 
that each one of you who hear me today will 
have the same dream in your minds, and 
stop not till you have realised the dream.

3. You work best when you work for others. 
The best work that you ever did for 
yourselves was when you worked for others, 
trying to disseminate your ideas in foreign 

languages beyond the seas.

4. One-fourth of the effect that has been 
produced in this country by my going to 
England and America would not have been 
brought about, had I confined my ideas 
to India. This is the great ideal before us, 
and every one must be ready for it — the 
Conquest of the whole world by India — 
nothing less than that, and we must all get 
ready for it, strain every nerve for it. 

5. Materialism and all its miseries can never 
be conquered by materialism. Armies when 
they attempt to conquer armies only multiply 
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3.0 Highways for ideas have opened up and the time is propitious 
for the spread of Indian Ideas 

 – According to Swami Vivekananda, for 
thoughts to spread, there is a need for 
appropriate channels to be made. 

 – Whenever a great conquering nation has 
linked the different parts of the world, Indian 
thought has through those channels entered 
the veins of every race. 

 – This has happened in several cycles - before 
Buddhism, during the Greek expansion, and 
also partly through the Christian expansion. 

 – One such cycle has arrived. The power of 
England has linked the different parts of the 
world together. 

 – Every part is linked to every other, and 
electricity has played a marvellous role. 

 – Under these circumstances, we find that 
India is reviving and ready to give her own 
quota to the progress and revitalization of 
the world. 

 – Everything looks propitious for Indian 
thought, philosophical and spiritual, to 
conquer the world. 

 – The challenge before us is therefore not just 
reviving our own country, but the conquest of 
the world through Indian thought. 

and make brutes of humanity. 

6. Spirituality must conquer the West. Slowly, 
they are finding out that what they want is 
spirituality to preserve them as nations. 
They are waiting for it, they are eager for it. 
Where is the supply to come from?

7. Where are the men ready to go out to every 
country in the world with the messages of 
the great sages of India? Where are the men 
who are ready to sacrifice everything, so 
that this message shall reach every corner 
of the world?

8. The whole of the Western world is on a 

volcano which may burst tomorrow, go 
to pieces tomorrow. They have searched 
every corner of the world and have found no 
respite. They have drunk deep of the cup of 
pleasure and found it vanity. Now is the time 
to work so that India's spiritual ideas may 
penetrate deep into the West.

9. I specially ask you to remember this. We 
must go out. We must conquer the world 
through our spirituality and philosophy. 
There is no other alternative. We must do it 
or die. The only condition of national life, of 
awakened and vigorous national life, is the 
conquest of the world by Indian thought. 

Every part of the world has 
been linked to every other part, 
and electricity plays a most 
marvellous part as the new messenger. 
Under all these circumstances we find 
again India reviving and ready to give 
her own quota to the progress and 
civilisation of the world. 

The problem before us, 
therefore, is assuming larger 
proportions every day. It is 

not only that we must revive our own 
country — that is a small matter; I am 
an imaginative man — and my idea is 
the conquest of the whole world by the 
Hindu race.

Thoughts like merchandise 
can only run through channels 
made by somebody. Roads 

have to be made before even thought 
can travel from one place to another, 
and whenever in the history of the world 
a great conquering nation has arisen, 
linking the different parts of the world 
together, then has poured through these 
channels the thought of India and thus 
entered into the veins of every race. 
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If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on 
www.vivekanandaway.org  

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

5.0 What ideas must be spread − life-giving principles, not masses of superstitions 

According to Swami Vivekananda, the 
conquest of the world by spiritual thought 
does not mean sending out hundreds of 
superstitions that we have been hugging to 
our breasts for centuries. It means sending 
out the life-giving principles.

 The fact is that we have many 

superstitions, many bad spots and sores on 

our body — these have to be excised, cut off, 

and destroyed — but these do not destroy 

our religion, our national life, our spirituality. 

Every principle of religion is safe, and the 

sooner these black spots are purged away, 

the better the principles will shine, the more 

gloriously. Stick to them.

Swami Vivekananda's message on how to 
avoid superstitions: 

There is the man today who after drinking 
the cup of Western wisdom, thinks that 
he knows everything. He laughs at the 
ancient sages. All Hindu thought to him 
is arrant trash — philosophy mere child's 
prattle, and religion the superstition of 
fools. On the other hand, there is the man 
educated, but a sort of monomaniac, who 
runs to the other extreme and wants to 
explain the omen of this and that. He has 
philosophical and metaphysical, and Lord 
knows what other puerile explanations 
for every superstition that belongs to 
his peculiar race, or his peculiar gods, 
or his peculiar village. Every little village 
superstition is to him a mandate of the 
Vedas, and upon the carrying out of it, 
according to him, depends the national 
life. You must beware of this.

What we want is vigour in the blood, 
strength in the nerves, iron muscles 

and nerves of steel, not softening namby-
pamby ideas. Avoid all these. Avoid all 
mystery. There is no mystery in religion. 

To be continued...

I would rather see every one of you 
rank atheists than superstitious 
fools, for the atheist is alive and you 
can make something out of him. But if 
superstition enters, the brain is gone, the 
brain is softening, degradation has seized 
upon the life. Avoid these two. Brave, bold 
men, these are what we want

That brain which cannot think high 
and noble thoughts, which has lost 

all power of originality, which has lost 
all vigour, that brain which is always 
poisoning itself with all sorts of little 
superstitions passing under the name of 
religion, we must beware of. 

Mystery mongering and superstition 
are always signs of weakness. These 
are always signs of degradation and of 
death. Therefore beware of them; be 
strong, and stand on your own feet. 

Do not run after these superstitions. 
Better for you and for the race 

that you become rank atheists, because 
you would have strength, but these are 
degradation and death. Shame on humanity 
that strong men should spend their time on 
these superstitions
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