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First issue of 

Brahmavadin, September 1895 He was a much-celebrated and much-feted Swami. 
His famous address at The World’s Parliament of 
Religions, Chicago in 1893 had catapulted him to the 

status of a super star. But Swami Vivekananda was not one to 
bask in chaffy glory. A letter to one of his trusted followers, from the 

USA, dated 12 Jan 1895, read, ‘I want to preach my ideas for the good of the 
world. …What work have you done in the way of advancing the ideas and 

organising in India? …My life is more precious than spending it in getting the admiration 
of the world. I have no time for such foolery.’  

Swamiji, as Swami Vivekananda was fondly addressed, loved and revered his 
motherland as his own mother.  Every breath of his aspired for her well being and every 
cell in his body yearned that she regain her lost glory. She had been a beacon light for the 
world until repeated invasions pillaged her ruthlessly and left her not just poverty-
stricken but also psychologically drained. The latter struck at the very core, underlying 
the urgency for immediate redressal. Swamiji’s panacea for this lay in India’s very own 
practical and ennobling Vedantic wisdom.  Vedanta recognises no weakness. It proclaims 
that in every individual lies a mine of strength. All that is needed is an effort to draw from 
it. 

Swamiji started looking for the right channel to propagate the powerful message of 
Vedanta. He opted for the print medium and decided to bring out a journal, giving it the 
name Brahmavadin.  In February 1895, he sent from USA $100 and a letter to his trusted 
disciple Alasinga Perumal. The letter read: ‘Now I am bent upon starting the journal. 
Herewith I send a hundred dollars… Hope this will go just a little in starting your paper.’  

If selflessness and devotion would have a form, it would 
have borne the name of Alasinga Perumal. Brahmavadin 
became Alasinga’s calling and the first issue rolled out from 
a press in Broadway, Chennai on 14 September 1895. The 
magazine included a poem of Swamiji specially 
composed for the occasion. It was titled, ‘The Song 
of the Sannyasin’. One verse ran thus: First issue of  The Vedanta Kesari, May 1914

TheVedanta   Kesari
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(Handwritten words in Swamiji’s own hand)

“Strike off thy fetters! Bonds that bind thee down,  

Love, hate — good, bad — and all the  dual throng,  

For fetters, though of gold, are not less strong to bind;  

With this message that marked its mission, Brahmavadin made a determined entry 
into the strife-ridden climate of pre-independence India.  The birth of the magazine was 
certainly an occasion for celebration but the struggles were far from over. 

One of Swamiji’s letters to Alasinga read: ‘I learnt from your letter the bad financial 
state that Brahmavadin is in.’ This was followed by another letter that carried the line, ‘I 
pledge myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’

Bolstered by this pledge, Alasinga Perumal braved on, surmounting many an 
impediment. Sadly, Swami Vivekananda passed away in 1902, at the age of thirty-nine. 
Alasinga’s intense anguish morphed into heightened devotion towards the magazine. But 
the next hurdle in Brahmavadin’s journey came in 1909, in the form of Alasinga’s own 
demise. In May 1914, the magazine, tottering as it was, floundered and ground to a halt. 

It was at this crucial juncture, that the Ramakrishna Mission stepped in to revive it. 
The Mission was itself in its nascent stages with many a teething problem but nothing 
could come in its way of reviving the Brahmavadin. For, had not their beloved Swamiji 
repeatedly said, ‘The Brahmavadin is a jewel – it must not perish!” And so, the very same 
month when Brahmavadin closed, it was resuscitated with the new name The Vedanta 
Kesari.

The history of The Vedanta Kesari is much more than just a tale of sweat, toil and a 
dream realised. It is a narrative of Swamiji’s passion for India and Alasinga’s devotion to 
his master. It is a celebration of love, transcending forms.

One hundred and nine years 
and going strong….TheVedanta   Kesari
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VK General Donation

VK Permanent Fund

   Page Donor: Please sponsor one or 
more pages of the magazine in your name or 
that of your dear ones. Sponsorship for one 
page in one issue: ` 1000/-

   Please contribute ` 500/- and above to 
meet the running costs of the magazine. 

   To establish the magazine on firm 
financial footing, please contribute ` 5,000/- 
and above to the Permanent Fund.

after donation please email your postal 
address, pan, & transaction details to  

vk@chennaimath.org

Appeal
For the last 109 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has 

been carrying the invigorating message of Vedanta and alongside, continuously 
revamping itself to meet the changing needs of the times.  

The relevance of Vedantic wisdom to everyday life is all the more pertinent 
today than ever before. ‘Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,’ is the 
thundering motto of Swami Vivekananda. The Ramakrishna Mission, as you all 
know, is a unique organisation where sannyasis and lay people come together 
and endeavour for the common good. Let’s join hands in taking forward our 
revered Swamiji’s vision and mission for The Vedanta Kesari.

Swami Vivekananda

Donation
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ISSUE 10ISSUE 50

Series 5: Understanding India  
- through Swami Vivekananda's eyes

In Issues 22-49, we have covered 17 lectures out 
of Swami Vivekananda's travels from Colombo to 
Almora (January 1897- March 1901). In this issue 
we cover the first part of the lecture: The Future of 
India, delivered in Madras.

The Future of India - part 1
focus in this issue:

®

Designed & 
developed by

ILLUMINE 
Knowledge Catalysts

www.illumine.in

We are the children of this ancient 
immortal land called India.

In this issue we explore the basis of Swami Vivekananda's vision for the future of India. 
According to Swami Vivekananda, it is only when we know our country's past glory, and 
have faith in it, can we build an even greater India of the future:

1.0

Here is the same India whose 
soil has been trodden by the feet 
of the greatest sages that ever 

lived. Here first sprang up inquiries into 
the nature of man and into the internal 
world. Here first arose the doctrines of 
the immortality of the soul, the existence 
of a supervising God, an immanent God in 
nature and in man, and here the highest 
ideals of religion and philosophy have 
attained their culminating points.

This is the ancient land 
where wisdom made its 
home before it went into any 

other country, the same India whose 
influx of spirituality is represented, 
as it were, on the material plane, by 
rolling rivers like oceans, where the 
eternal Himalayas, rising tier above 
tier with their snow-caps, look as it 
were into the very mysteries of heaven. 

The Eternal Himalayas - a representation on the 
material plane of the influx of spirituality in India.

It is in India that the inquiry into 
the internal world began.

Yuva Kesari
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2.0 Out of the faith and consciousness of our past greatness will 
we be able to build a greater India. 

Our ancestors were 
great. We must first 
recall that. We must 

learn the elements of our being, 
the blood that courses in our 
veins; we must have faith in 
that blood and what it did in the 
past; and out of that faith and 
consciousness of past greatness, 
we must build an India yet 
greater than what she has been. 
There have been periods of decay 
and degradation. I do not attach 
much importance to them; we 
all know that. Such periods have 
been necessary. 

This is the land from whence, like 
the tidal waves, spirituality and 
philosophy have again and again 

rushed out and deluged the world, and this 
is the land from whence once more such 
tides must proceed in order to bring life and 
vigour into the decaying races of mankind. 

The Expansion of Buddhism from 6th century BCE 
onwards is an example of how spirituality has spread 

out from India.

It is the same India which 
has withstood the shocks of 

centuries, of hundreds of foreign invasions 
of hundreds of upheavals of manners and 
customs. It is the same land which stands 
firmer than any rock in the world, with its 
undying vigour, indestructible life.

A mighty tree produces a beautiful ripe fruit. That 
fruit falls on the ground, it decays and rots, and out 
of that decay springs the root and the future tree, 
perhaps mightier than the first one. This period 
of decay through which we 
have passed was all the more 
necessary. Out of this decay 
is coming the India of the 
future; it is sprouting, its first 
leaves are already out; and 
a mighty, gigantic tree, the 
Urddhvamula, is here, already 
beginning to appear.

OUT OF INDIA'S PAST IS EMERGING A NEW 
FUTURE: A NEW TREE IS APPEARING.

India has stood firm against the shocks 
of conquerors. An example of this is the 

Somnath Temple in Gujarat, that was 
destroyed by invaders in the 1800s, and 

rebuilt by Indians in 1950s.
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3.0 The path to India's future greatness lies through "unity in religion".

 – According to Swami Vivekananda, India’s 
problems are more complex than any other 
country because of the diversity of this country. 
The only common ground is our tradition 
and our religion. Therefore, unity in religion is 
absolutely necessary as the first condition of 
the future of India. 

 – What does Swami Vivekananda mean by one 
religion? He does not mean that one religion, 
such as Christianity, Islam or Buddhism, should 
dominate and unify. Rather, he means that 
India’s religion has some common principles 
and ideas which must be understood, known, 
and practised across the length and breadth of 
this country. 

IN INDIA, RELIGIOUS IDEAS ALONE 
FORM THE NATIONAL UNITY 

Life-giving common 
principles of our religion

Diversity of 
religious sects

What do I mean by one religion? Not in the sense 
of one religion as held among the Christians, or 
the Mohammedans, of the Buddhists. We know 
that our religion has certain common grounds, 
common to all our sects, however varying their 
conclusions may be, 
however different 
their claims may be. 
So there are certain 
common grounds; 
and within their 
limitation this religion 
of ours admits of a 
marvellous variation, 
an infinite amount of 
liberty to think and 
live our own lives. We 
all know that, at least 
those of us who have thought; and what we want 
is to bring out these life-giving common principles 
of our religion, and let every man, woman, and 
child, throughout the length and breadth of this 
country, understand them, know them, and try to 
bring them out in their lives.

The one common ground that 
we have is our sacred tradition, 

our religion. That is the only common 
ground, and upon that we shall have 
to build. In Europe, political ideas 
form the national unity. In Asia, 
religious ideals form the national 
unity. The unity in religion, therefore, 
is absolutely necessary as the first 
condition of the future of India.

The problems in India are more 
complicated, more momentous, than 
the problems in any other country. 
Race, religion, language, government 
— all these together make a nation. 
The elements which compose the 
nations of the world are indeed very 
few, taking race after race, compared 
to this country.

We know that to the Indian 
mind there is nothing higher 

than religious ideals, that this is the 
keynote of Indian life, and we can only 
work in the line of least resistance. 

We see how in Asia, and especially 
in India, race difficulties, linguistic 
difficulties, social difficulties, 
national difficulties, all melt away 
before this unifying power of 
religion.

It is not only true that the ideal of 
religion is the highest ideal; in the 
case of India it is the only possible 
means of work; work in any other line, 
without first strengthening this, 
would be disastrous. 
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If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on 
www.vivekanandaway.org  

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.

In the next issue, we explore  
how this is to happen...

Disease can be caused by germs outside 
or a weak body. Just so in national life, if 
the national body is weakened, then all 
sorts of disease germs in its political state, 
educational or intellectual state, and social 
state could also cause disease. The remedy 
is to strengthen the body so that it can 
resist and throw off all poisons. Similarly, 
our vigour, our strength, our national life is 
in religion. By cleansing our religion of petty 
differences among sects, we can strengthen 
our religion, and our country thereby.

According to Swami Vivekananda, 
India has been able to withstand 
the shocks of centuries simply 
because Indians took great care of 
their religion. Swami Vivekananda 
also explains that our forefathers 
underwent enormous hardships, even 
death, and sacrificed everything for 
the cause of religion. Temple after 
temple was broken down by foreign 
consequences, but no soon had that 
threat passed, they rose up again. 
Temples like Somnath of Gujarat and 
other Southern temples provide us 
with a keen insight into the history 
of this race. They bear the marks 
of a hundred attacks and hundred 
regenerations, continuously destroyed 
and continuously springing up from 
the ruins, rejuvenated and strong. 
This shows how important religion 
has been to this country, through the 
ages.

All of us have to be taught that we Hindus 
— dualists, qualified monists, or monists, 
Shaivas, Vaishnavas, or Pâshupatas — to 
whatever denomination we may belong, 
have certain common ideas behind us, 
and that the time has come when for 
the well-being of ourselves, for the well-
being of our race, we must give 
up all our little quarrels and 
differences.

... the first plank in the making of 
a future India, the first step that is 

to be hewn out of that rock of ages, is this 
unification of religion.

We have seen that our vigour, our strength, nay, 
our national life is in our religion. ... for good or 
evil it is there; you cannot get out of it, you have 
it now and for ever, and you have to stand by it, 
even if you have not the same faith that I have in 
our religion. You are bound by it, and if you give 
it up, you are smashed to pieces. That 
is the life of our race and that must be 
strengthened.

That is the national mind, that is the 
national life-current. Follow it and it leads 
to glory. Give it up and you die; death will 

be the only result, annihilation the only effect, 
the moment you step beyond that life-current. 
I do not mean to say that other things are not 
necessary. I do not mean to say that political or 
social improvements are not necessary, but what 
I mean is this, and I want you to bear it in mind, 
that they are secondary here and that religion is 
primary. The Indian mind is first religious, then 
anything else. So this is to be strengthened, and 
how to do it?

4.0 Religion is the national life-current. Follow it and it leads to glory. 
Give it up and the nation dies.
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