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He was a much-celebrated and much-feted Swami.
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bask in chaffy glory. A letter to one of his trusted followers, from the
USA, dated 12 Jan 1895, read, ‘I want to preach my ideas for the good of the
world. …What work have you done in the way of advancing the ideas and
organising in India? …My life is more precious than spending it in getting the admiration
of the world. I have no time for such foolery.’
Swamiji, as Swami Vivekananda was fondly addressed, loved and revered his
motherland as his own mother. Every breath of his aspired for her well being and every
cell in his body yearned that she regain her lost glory. She had been a beacon light for the
world until repeated invasions pillaged her ruthlessly and left her not just povertystricken but also psychologically drained. The latter struck at the very core, underlying
the urgency for immediate redressal. Swamiji’s panacea for this lay in India’s very own
practical and ennobling Vedantic wisdom. Vedanta recognises no weakness. It proclaims
that in every individual lies a mine of strength. All that is needed is an effort to draw from
it.
Swamiji started looking for the right channel to propagate the powerful message of
Vedanta. He opted for the print medium and decided to bring out a journal, giving it the
name Brahmavadin. In February 1895, he sent from USA $100 and a letter to his trusted
disciple Alasinga Perumal. The letter read: ‘Now I am bent upon starting the journal.
Herewith I send a hundred dollars… Hope this will go just a little in starting your paper.’
If selflessness and devotion would have a form, it would
have borne the name of Alasinga Perumal. Brahmavadin
became Alasinga’s calling and the first issue rolled out from
a press in Broadway, Chennai on 14 September 1895. The
magazine included a poem of Swamiji specially
composed for the occasion. It was titled, ‘The Song
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Kesari

One hundred and nine years
and going strong….

“Strike off thy fetters! Bonds that bind thee down,

(Handwritten words in Swamiji’s own hand)
With this message that marked its mission, Brahmavadin made a determined entry
into the strife-ridden climate of pre-independence India. The birth of the magazine was
certainly an occasion for celebration but the struggles were far from over.
One of Swamiji’s letters to Alasinga read: ‘I learnt from your letter the bad financial
state that Brahmavadin is in.’ This was followed by another letter that carried the line, ‘I
pledge myself to maintain the paper anyhow.’

Bolstered by this pledge, Alasinga Perumal braved on, surmounting many an
impediment. Sadly, Swami Vivekananda passed away in 1902, at the age of thirty-nine.
Alasinga’s intense anguish morphed into heightened devotion towards the magazine. But
the next hurdle in Brahmavadin’s journey came in 1909, in the form of Alasinga’s own
demise. In May 1914, the magazine, tottering as it was, floundered and ground to a halt.
It was at this crucial juncture, that the Ramakrishna Mission stepped in to revive it.
The Mission was itself in its nascent stages with many a teething problem but nothing
could come in its way of reviving the Brahmavadin. For, had not their beloved Swamiji
repeatedly said, ‘The Brahmavadin is a jewel – it must not perish!” And so, the very same
month when Brahmavadin closed, it was resuscitated with the new name The Vedanta
Kesari.
The history of The Vedanta Kesari is much more than just a tale of sweat, toil and a
dream realised. It is a narrative of Swamiji’s passion for India and Alasinga’s devotion to
his master. It is a celebration of love, transcending forms.
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For fetters, though of gold, are not less strong to bind;
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Love, hate — good, bad — and all the dual throng,
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For the last 109 years, without missing a single issue, the magazine has
been carrying the invigorating message of Vedanta and alongside, continuously
revamping itself to meet the changing needs of the times.

The relevance of Vedantic wisdom to everyday life is all the more pertinent
today than ever before. ‘Arise, Awake and stop not till the goal is reached,’ is the
thundering motto of Swami Vivekananda. The Ramakrishna Mission, as you all
know, is a unique organisation where sannyasis and lay people come together
and endeavour for the common good. Let’s join hands in taking forward our
revered Swamiji’s vision and mission for The Vedanta Kesari.

Donation

VK General Donation
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Please contribute ` 500/- and above to
meet the running costs of the magazine.
Page Donor: Please sponsor one or
more pages of the magazine in your name or
that of your dear ones. Sponsorship for one
page in one issue: ` 1000/-

VK Permanent Fund
To establish the magazine on firm
financial footing, please contribute ` 5,000/and above to the Permanent Fund.
after donation please email your postal
address, pan,

Swami Vivekananda

& transaction details to
vk@chennaimath.org

125th Anniversary of Ramakrishna Mission &
Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai.

Special
Discount




SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS

India
Other
Countries

Annual

3 yrs

5 yrs

` 225

` 655

` 1200

` 170

` 500

` 900

` 2650

` 7900

*






* 5 yrs subscription only in India.
Rates Inclusive of Postage & a Special December Issue

You can subscribe to The Vedanta Kesari from
any month.
On your address slip, the number on the left of
the first line is your subscription number. Always
mention this in your correspondence.
If you do not receive your copy by the 15th of a
month, please intimate us. Complaints reaching
us before this or after one month (two months
for overseas subscriptions) of posting of the
journal are not entertained.
Only one complaint copy will be sent in a year.
Subscribers facing irregular postal delivery can
choose Registered Parcel by paying additional
`36/- per issue or opt for digital copy (pdf).

FREE

VEDANTA KESARI
DONATION

Digital copy

PATRONS

Pragati Offset, Hyderabad

`

25,000

PERMANENT FUND DONORS

Late Smt. Susheela, Bengaluru
Dr. Ramya S, Chennai
Sri. Somashekhara H M, Bengaluru
Sri. Gopala Krishne Gowda K H, Bengaluru
Sri. Mohan Kumar Patodia, Kolkata
Sri. Balasubramaniyam M, Chennai

` 100000
` 10000
` 10000
` 10000
`
5000
`
5000

ATTENTION
All our issues are available
every month for FREE download at
chennaimath.org. It is also available
FREE as individual articles in the
‘Vedanta Kesari’ Telegram Channel.
Magazine enquiry:
magazine@chennaimath.org
Mob: 9345663015
Article Contributors:
vk@chennaimath.org
Mob: 6374213070
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PAYMENT DETAILS

1) You can send subscription payment/donations either by Cheque/DD/MO or Bank Transfer or Online Payment.
2) Cheque / DD / MO (through Speed Post) in favour of: ‘Sri Ramakrishna Math, Chennai’
Postal Address: Sri Ramakrishna Math, # 31, Ramakrishna Math Road, Mylapore, Chennai 600 004.
3) Bank Transfer in India:
4) Donate Online: https://donations.chennaimath.org
Name of the Bank
: Punjab National Bank
5) After any payment please e-mail transaction
Name of the Branch : Ramakrishna Math (Chennai)
details to : vk@chennaimath.org
Name of the Account : Sri Ramakrishna Math
a) In the e-mail / covering letter please mention
S/B. Account Number : 1511010100001
purpose of payment: VK Subscription /
IFSC
: PUNB0151120
VK General Donation / VK Permanent Fund
		
{5th & last characters are zeros}
b) Send us your postal address and contact number.
Swift Code
: PUNBINBBISB
c) We need PAN number to accept donations
		 {for subscription payment
d) All donations are exempt from Income Tax
		 from abroad}
under section 80G of the [Indian] I.T.Act, 1961.

Series 5: Understanding India

- through Swami Vivekananda's eyes
Thus far, we have covered 15 out of the 29
lectures that Swami Vivekananda delivered from
Colombo to Almora (January 1897- March 1901).

ISSUE
ISSUE 53
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In this issue, we cover the lecture titled, "Address
of Welcome presented at Calcutta and Reply".

focus in this issue:
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At Calcutta
On his arrival in Calcutta, Swami
Vivekananda was greeted with
intense enthusiasm, and his progress
through the decorated streets of the
city was thronged with an immense
crowd waiting to have a sight of him.
He was given a grand Address of
Welcome.
An original photo of Swami Vivekananda's reception
in Calcutta, on 28th February 1897
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1.0 Introductory remarks in response

to the Address of Welcome

1. Swami Vivekananda began the reply to
the Address of Welcome at Calcutta by
first sharing with the crowd that he was,
first and foremost, a Calcutta boy who
had spent his childhood in the city.
2. He also restated his enormous love and
regard for his motherland.
3. Further, he gently pointed out to the
crowd that there was no need to continue
thanking the organizers of the Parliament
of Religions.

I was asked by an
English friend on the
eve of my departure, "Swami, how
do you like now your motherland
after four years' experience of the
luxurious, glorious, powerful West?"
I could only answer, "India I loved
before I came away. Now the very
dust of India has become holy to
me, the very air is now to me holy;
it is now the holy land, the place of
pilgrimage, the Tirtha."

4. On the other hand, Swami Vivekananda
said that thanks were due to the American
people, who treated him most kindly and
wonderfully.
Continue overleaf>>
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3. Swami Vivekananda also shared
with the assembly that he was more
satisfied with his work in England
than in America − because he
found the English people to be
intensely practical, heroic, and with
a deep spring of feeling that they are
educated to keep under control. If an
Englishman were to open his heart to
you, then he is your friend forever.

To the Western Mind, spirituality is eternally
connected with worldly prosperity.
Therefore, a Western person who lands in
India concludes that there can be no religion
or nobility in this country. But in India, to
Indians, poverty does not mean crime or sin.
Rather, the beggar's garb is also the garb of
the highest in the land.
Similarly, Indians ought to desist from
making hasty judgments about the West
− the intermingling of the sexes and the
different manners and customs have their
grand sides, provided Indians took care to
study them carefully.
Of course, Swami Vivekananda is clear
that this does not mean that Indians copy
or borrow the manners and customs of the
West, or vice versa. But it is necessary that
we have patience before forming an opinion.

2.0 The power that is Sri Ramakrishna

Swami Vivekananda then spoke about his Guru, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa:
First, Swami Vivekananda gave full credit
for all that he had achieved, to his Guru,
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.
If there has been anything
achieved by me, by thoughts,
or words, or deeds, if from
my lips has ever fallen one word that has
helped any one in the world, I lay no claim
to it, it was his. But if there have been
curses falling from my lips, if there has
been hatred coming out of me, it is all mine
and not his. All that has been weak has
been mine, and all that has been life-giving,
strengthening, pure, and holy, has been his
inspiration, his words, and he himself.

Second, he noted that in his
estimation Sri Ramakrishna’s
brilliance stands unparalleled.

Through thousands of
years of chiselling and
modelling, the lives of the
great prophets of yore come down to
us; and yet, in my opinion, not one
stands so high in brilliance as that life
which I saw with my own eyes, under
whose shadow I have lived, at whose
feet I have learnt everything — the life
of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.
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2. Swami Vivekananda furthermore had
high words of praise for the British
people, whom he had the occasion
to move closely with.

Swami Vivekananda also pointed out
that many of the difficulties between the
Indian and the English people are due to a
fundamental lack of understanding on either
side.

35
The Vedanta Kesari

PA G E D O N O R : I N M E M O R Y O F S WA M I A G E H A N A N D A J I M A H A R A J , B E N G A LU R U

1. He also spoke appreciatively
about the warm-heartedness and
hospitality of the American nation,
where, more than anywhere else,
the feeling of brotherhood had been
developed.

Third, Swami Vivekananda drew the attention
of the audience to the workings of a tidal wave
of spirituality – that has manifested in India

Four, he predicted that the workings
of this power would be seen once
more, and it had come just in time
for the regeneration of India.
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Before one of these tidal
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waves of spirituality comes,

For, you and I, and

there are whirlpools of lesser

sages and prophets,

manifestation all over society. One of these

nay, even Incarnations,

comes up, at first unknown, unperceived,

the whole universe, are but

and unthought of, assuming proportion,

manifestations of power more

swallowing, as it were, and assimilating all the

or less individualized, more or

other little whirlpools, becoming immense,

less concentrated. Here has been

becoming a tidal wave, and falling upon

a manifestation of an immense

society with a power which none can resist.

power, just the very beginning of

Such is happening before us. ...Ay, this boy

whose workings we are seeing,

born of poor Brahmin parents in an out-of-

and before this generation passes

the-way village of which very few of you have

away, you will see more wonderful

even heard, is literally being worshipped in

workings of that power. It has come

lands which have been fulminating against

just in time for the regeneration

heathen worship for centuries. Whose power

of India, for we forget from time

is it? Is it mine or yours? It is none else than

to time the vital power that must

the power which was manifested here as

always work in India.

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.

Fifth, he asks: Why did this tidal wave of spirituality manifest?
The answer, Swami Vivekananda says, is because India was on the verge of giving
up her national theme – her backbone – which is religion and spirituality, and
replacing it with politics. If this had happened – the result would be annihilation.
But that was not to be because of the advent of this great power.
Each nation has its own peculiar method of work. Some work through politics,
some through social reforms, some through other lines. With us, religion is
the only ground along which we can move. The Englishman can understand
even religion through politics. Perhaps the American can understand even religion through
social reforms. But the Hindu can understand even politics when it is given through
religion; sociology must come through religion, everything must come through religion.
For that is the theme, the rest are the variations in the national life-music. And that was in
danger. It seemed that we were going to change this theme in our national life, that we were
going to exchange the backbone of our existence, as it were, that we were trying to replace
a spiritual by a political backbone. And if we could have succeeded, the result would have
been annihilation. But it was not to be. So this power became manifest. ... and it is your
duty, as Hindus, to study this power, to find what has been done for the regeneration, for
the good of India, and for the good of the whole human race through it.

Political ideals, personages
representing political ideals,
even social ideals, commercial
ideals, would have no power in India. We
want spiritual ideals before us, we want
enthusiastically to gather round grand
spiritual names. Our heroes must be spiritual.
Such a hero has been given to us in the person
of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. If this nation
wants to rise, take my word for it, it will have

And finally, Swami Vivekananda points out
the important aspects of the personality
of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa – the
embodiment of this power:

of our religion, I place this great

–– The extraordinary purity of the life.

spiritual ideal before you. Judge him

–– The extraordinary soul-force that had in
such a short time encircled the globe.

instrument. Let not his character be

–– The whole life was a Parliament of
Religions, where ideas of universal
religion and brotherhood could be seen
before the ideas were even conceived
elsewhere.

...for the good of our
race, for the good

not through me. I am only a weak
judged by seeing me. It was so great
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to rally enthusiastically round this name.
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that if I or any other of his disciples
spent hundreds of lives, we could not
do justice to a millionth part of what
he really was.

Swami Vivekananda now leaves it to the individual to judge for himself or herself, not
through the Swami's life, but in their own hearts; and he hopes and trusts that – for the
good of the nation, the welfare of our country, and the human race, Sri Ramakrishna
makes each one true and steady to work for the immense change that needs to be
brought about in the nation.
Judge for yourselves; in the heart of your hearts is the Eternal Witness,
and may He, the same Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, for the good of our
nation, for the welfare of our country, and for the good of humanity,
open your hearts, make you true and steady to work for the immense change which
must come, whether we exert ourselves or not.

TO BE CONTINUED...
If you have any questions on this lecture, do post your queries on

www.vivekanandaway.org

You can also access previous issues of Vivekananda Way here.
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Sixth, Swami Vivekananda posits
− while the highest ideal is
impersonal, most people need a
personal ideal. Furthermore, no
nation can rise without rallying
around one of the great ideals
of life. Swami Vivekananda then
places before us the person of
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa as the
spiritual ideal – a spiritual hero –
around whom the nation must rally
if it wants to rise.

